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Love is Not Blind é 
By Viyn Johnson 
LOVE is not blind. 


Love’s eyes are keen, 
Love’s eyes can never be deceived, 
But they are always kind. 


Love is not blind. 

Love’s eyes perceive 

Not what we are, but fain would be, 
Love’s eyes are keen and kind. 











“Stop, Look, Listen” 


‘«Safety first’’ is a good rule for traveling through 
life as well as on the rails,—-unless indeed God himself 


calls us into danger ; and then the place of danger is 
the only safe place to be. But when we find ourselves 
faced by the peril of temptation to conscious wrong- 
doing, so that known sin is attractive to us and is tug- 
ging us in its direction, then the well-known railroad 
warning and counsel is what we need ; ‘‘Stop, Look, 
Listen.’’ Stopping instantly, we are to look unto 
Jesus ; and we are to listen to his words, given to us 
from his own lips or through his inspired followers : 
**Lo, I am with you always’’; ‘« My grace is sufficient 
for thee’’; ‘Sin shall not have dominion over you, 
for ye are... under grace.’ No temptation to con- 


scious wrong-doing can withstand the power of Jesus 


Christ when conveyed in these words to a surrendered 
soul who is looking unto Christ in complete faith in 
Him. Our Lord completed our deliverance from the 
power of recognized sin, nineteen centuries ago; are 
we willing to look and listen to him that he may make 
this deliverance our own now? 


a” 
The Christ of the Whole Bible 


Have we yet found Christ in the whole Bible? 
We may have a continuous exploration of surprise 
through the riches of the Word of God as we take it 
up from the standpoint of Christ's relation to it all, 
Old Testament as well as new. It has been well said 
of our Lord Jesus that ‘‘ He is the Substance of the 
Bible revelation from its commencement ‘to its close : 
the Christ of Prophecy in the Old Testament, the 
Christ of History in the Gospels, the Christ of Expe- 
rience in the Acts and Epistles, and the Christ of 
Glory in the Apocalypse.’’ Yet even this strikingly 
suggestive putting of the truth is but a single and in- 
adequate statement of it. Only through Christ as the 
center of God's work for humanity since the earliest 
days of man's creation can we read or understand 
God’s Word as we should. The eternal Word that 
was made flesh is the key to the Word that is written. 


x 
Getting Results from Others 


Love as a taskmaker can get better results than 
fear. Do we stop to think of this when some one, who 
has promised to get a certain thing done for us, fails 
us? Suppose a tailor, or dressmaker, or shoemaker, 
or servant in the home, agrees to do a piece of work 
by a certain time, and we have every right to expect 
the agreement to be kept; and then, apparently with- 
out good reason, the one who has promised fails to 
‘make good,’’ and our plans are seriously interfered 
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How Friendship 


A GREAT deal is said in the present day about 
friendship with God. Many delightful books 
have been written to show that in friendship 
with God we have the highest conception of religion. 
The privileges, the joys, the fruits of this sacred friend- 
ship are set forth in glowing terms ; but the thing that 
is often left untold is how this friendship és to be 
formed. It is sometimes assumed that this happy 
condition already exists, and that it is the natural and 
normal relation of all men to God. Butisitso? Is 
not man more inclined to keep away from God than 
to draw near to him? When he hears God’s voice, 
does he not seek to hide himself among the trees of 
the garden? Is there not something within him that 
makes him shun God's presence, and endeavor to 
keep God out of his thoughts altogether ? 

The position in which man naturally stands to God 
is one of separation. Of that there can be no ques- 
tion, Sin is separative. ‘‘ Your iniquities have sepa- 
rated between you and your God.’’ Man and God 
are apart; albeit the separation which -has taken 
place between them is of various degrees. Some are 
at a greater distance from him than others, With some 
the separation consists in estrangement ; with others, 
it consists in fixed opposition. In dealing with 
men, when seeking to win them to God, their de- 
grees of separation from him ought to be frankly 
recognized. 

When Thoreau was urged to make his peace with 
God, he answered that he was not aware that he had 
fallen out with Him. His unconsciousness of estrange- 
ment may have been perfectiy sincere ; while at the 
same time he may not have been in personal and 
friendly relations with God, Even where there is no 


with, In what spirit are we likely to take up the mat- 
ter with the one who has failed? Our natural impulse 
is to ‘*come down"’ upon that one so hard that he or 
she will be afraid ever to disappoint us again, Weare 
fond of using fear as a taskmaster. How would it do, 
instead, to show such a spirit of genuine love and 
sunshine.toward the one who has failed, as we talk the 
matter over, that that one will feel toward us, not re- 
sentment or fear, but such gratitude and love that the 
next time no cost will be too great to assure the ac- 
complishing of whatever we may ask to have done. 
It makes a pleasanter world to have others doing things 
for us because they want to do them, than because 
they are afraid not todo them, And results become 
more certain and more satisfactory. Love really has 
a very practical bearing on everyday matters, Are we 
‘*practical’’ enough to give it its place of full effi- 
ciency in our lives ? 
x 


What Do We Deserve? 


A man’s view of what he deserves may determine 
what he is to receive. The more he thinks he is en- 
titled to, the less he can have,—of God's really worth- 
while gifts. A minister told recently, in a sermon, of 
seeing a man come into a shop to look over some of 
the men’s furnishing articles that were for sale. As one 
after another in a certain line was shown him, he called 
for better quality, finally adding, ‘*The best you've 
got is none too good for ‘yourstruly.’’’ Andthatisjust 
the attitude of the nztural man toward life in general : 
which is the reason why God cannot give him the best 
He has got. It is when a man has been brought, by 
the Holy Spirit, to see his own worthlessness and the 
blackness of his sins, and over against these the love 
and grace and goodness of God, that he cries out to 
the Father in heaven, ‘‘The least you can give is in- 
finitely too good for me.’’ Then there is hope of his 
receiving God’s best, 
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with God Begins 


conscious enmity against God there may be an utter 
absence of real friendship and fellowship with him. 

A necessary preliminary therefore to friendship with 
God is reconciliation. With that friendship begins. 
This important fact is frequently overlooked ; and 
hence the exhortations given to sinful men to enter 
into the enjoyment of divine friendship are inopera- 
tive. Well does the prophet ask, ‘‘Shall two walk 
together, except they have agreed?’’ If they have 
fallen out they must make up ; if they have become 
alienated they must be brought together ; if there has 
been an open rupture between them they must be 
reconciled. And this is just as true of man and God 
as it is of man and man, 

In the case of man and God, all the estrangement 
and alienation are on man’s side. The attitude of 
God to man is friendly and conciliatory. He yearns 
for the love, the confidence, and the fellowship of 
every erring child. He takes the first step toward 
reconciliation. He comes holding out the olive branch 
of peace. Paul represents him as ‘‘in Christ, recon- 
ciling the world unto himself, not reckoning unto them 
their trespasses’’ ; that is, not casting these up against 
them, or throwing them in their teeth. He even sends 
‘«ambassadors,’’ who come to them in Christ’s name 
and stead, bringing a message of mercy, and by it 
seeking to break down all men’s opposition, that they 
may be led into a state of at-one-ness with God. 

It cannot be too strongly maintained that it is man 
that needs to be changed in his feelings toward God, 
and not God that needs to be changed in his feeling. 
toward man. To the wooing and winning of man allt 
effort is directed. As a moral being man can be won 
only by moral means, The influence exerted upon 
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him must be suasive. He has to be intreated, not 
compelled, Suitable reasons must be presented to 
his intellect, and suitable motives must be applied to 
his heart, to induce him to turn to God and be at one 
with him, 

And the argument of arguments, the motive of mo- 
tives, isthe cross. The cross slays all enmity in man’s 
heart by revealing the heart of God, ‘He is recon- 
ciled to God by the blood of the cross,’’ because by it 
the unchanged love of God is made known, The cross 
reveals the Father's love; it breaks down man’s 
opposition, melts him to contrition, and removes 
the barrier that keeps the forgiving grace of God 
from flowing into his heart. When man gets right 
with God in reference to sin, by forgiveness, the thing 
which separated him from God is forever put out of 
the way. His friendship with God stands upon a sat- 
isfactory basis. He rejoices in the sunshine of the 
Father's smile. He is at peace with him. Instead 
of keeping aloof from him he presses close to him ; 
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instead of being estranged from him he is at home 
with him ; instead of being at war with him his mu- 
tinous spirit is gone, and he gladly, eagerly bows to 
his will in all things. 

In the atmosphere of grateful love, which the con- 
sciousness of divine forgiveness creates, how quickly 
friendship grows! The penitent who throws himself 
at the feet of God becomes the friend who pillows his 
head on his bosom. All misunderstanding having 
passed away, he longs for closer intimacy, closer fel- 
lowship. He not only trusts, he wants to be trusted ; 
he not only loves, he wants to be loved—loved not as 
before with the love of pity, but with the love of ap- 
proval and delight. To become worthy of a friendship 
which is his greatest honor and joy is henceforth life’s 
great aim. No greater blessedness can be imagined 
than the deepening of those tender personal relations 
existing between himself and God. Heaven itself will 
simply be the consummation of the friendship begun 
at the cross, 





Inviting Reverence in 
Church and School 

Perhaps there is something in the spirit of the 
twentieth century that makes real reve-ence, even in 
places of worship, peculiarly difficult for many. Cer- 
tain it is that irreverence is a common failing to-day 
in circumstances where reverence would naturally be 


expected. But there is a remedy. A Pennsylvania 
Sunday-school superintendent is troubled about this 
question as it applies to the needs of his own school 
and church. He writes : 


] am the superintendent of a Sunday-school of about three 
hundred members, and find in my work many things that dis- 
courage and perplex, as well as many things to cheer and en- 
courage. One of the most annoying things in our school is 
the lack of reverence on the part of many during the devo- 
tional exercises. ‘There seems to be a lack of the spirit of 
worship, and of the feeling that we are before the Lord. I 
refer to talking during prayer, etc. How can we secure a 
more devotional and worshipful service? In the church, even, 
there are those who persist in talking during the service. The 
trouble with many seems to be that they can see no difference 
between a church building and a theater ora lecture hall. To 
them it is not the House of God. But what can one expect 
from the people, when if there be a visiting minister or two 
these are seen whispering and carrying on conversation during 
the singing of a hymn or the reading of the Scriptures? It 
may be due to my Scotch Presbyterian training that I feel 
this so keenly, but am I not right? Did not God command 
Moses to take his shoes from off his feet when he stood in 
the presence of the Lord: and did not our Saviour emphasize 
the idea of reverence for God's house, when he drove out those 
who bought and sold, telling them that his Father's house was 
a house of prayer ? 

Reverence comes from the consciousness of God's 
actual presence. The more people there are in any 
school or church who realize vividly that God himself 
is personally with them, listening to their words, their 
reading, their hymns, and eager to bless them and 
show them his love, the more noticeable will be the 
reverence that marks the very atmosphere. People 
will not be made reverent by being told that they 
ought to be reverent,—though conversation, or whis- 
pering, or laughing, may indeed be temporarily 
hushed by a word of reproof. But stillness is not 
necessarily reverence, The individual officers, teach- 
ers, and pastors must themselves be fairly living in the 
spirit of worshipful prayer, through their own joyous 
fellowship with the Lord whom they know to be with 
them, if they would have others catch from them the 
consciousness of God’s presence, and so unconsciously 
be led into reverence. Of course certain external de- 
tails help, such as quietness in making announce- 
ments from the platform, the avoiding of unnecessary 
signals or bells in securing order, the keeping the 
room free, during devotional parts of exercises, of 
secretaries and others who sometimes thoughtlessly 
invite disorder and inattention by moving about. But 
the spirit of communion with God as the dominant 
fact in the lives of the leaders will outweigh all else 
in securing the reverence that is so vitally a part of 
the right atmosphere, 

And one help in this would be the meeting for a 
few minutes of prayer, so far as possible, of various 
groups of teachers and officers just before the opening 
of theservice. If the superintendents and pastor, and 
if certain groups of teachers, could have a few 
minutes together on their knees, and come from that 
into the Sunday-school room, the effect would be 
likely to show in the increased reverence of the whole 
scheol, 





For reverence is a result, When the majority of 
the members of a Sunday-school have been brought 
into a living, searching relationship to a Saviour who 
fills their lives, and who interests them above all else, 
the reverence problem will be solved. Persistent 
prayer for this work of grace in their hearts, offered 
by a few believing ones, can be used of God to make 
a mighty change in the life of a school or church. 


= 
What Should This Pastor Do? 


Only a pastor knows the difficulty and burden of 
shepherding a people who are sadly indifferent to the 
will of God. Yet God has put pastors into the world 
for the sake of just such people ; and the pastor's 
greatest work may be done in achurch of that sort. 
The following letter from a perplexed head of a 
church will strike a responsive chord in the heart of 
many a brother worker : 


I have always read with interest your answers to subscrib- 
ers’ inquiries regarding church entertainments. I have your 
booklet, ‘*‘ Lowering Morals by Raising Money,.”’ I felt I had 
to take up the subject from the pulpit yesterday morning, be- 
cause of conditions within the church. This church, like 
many others, frequently had suppers, an annual fair, and some 
entertainments, to raise money for church purposes. When I 
came here and assumed the pastorate of the church, I sought 
to lift the people toa higher plane. Getting the two official 
boards together—the elders and trustees—I explained to them 
my desire, and the ‘‘ Duplex System’’ of weekly offerings, and 
asked them to try it for at least one year, — have social 
times, occasional entertainments, without trying to raise money 
by such means all the time. A few women who upheld me in 
the stand—at least privately—afterward switched off through 
the influence of two or three other women, who always ran the 
church over the heads of the official boards, 

The situation is difficult and trying. There are two churches 
in this community, one too many for the population. One has 
entertainments, fairs, suppers, etc., and is always behind 
financially, and of course spiritually. However, it makes it 
harder for us, under the circumstances: our trying the better 
way, the other the opposite method. 

I am in the midst of a people who play cards, dance, attend 
theaters, etc.,—these things are done by nearly all the church 
members. *During my first year here the work grew rapidly. 
A year ago we held after-services Sunday evenings, hoping 
and praying for a spiritual uplift, and the salvation of the lost. 
Every Sunday evening the same members I have mentioned 
walked out, even from the choir. ‘The injury done was deep. 
Since then the work has lost ground, the first in my experi- 
ence. ‘The evening service has.dwindled down to about half, 
—men unconverted, sickened at the action of these ‘* good 
Christians,’’ I find my best efforts opposed by these members, 
whom I have tried to win by every conceivable Christlike way 
known to me. Young people and Sunday-school work have 
been my forte hitherto, and, naturally, | feel concerned that to 
a degree I have not had the same success since. 

What, then, do you think should be a pastor's position or 
stand under the circumstances ? Twochurches in this commu- 
nity are too many. ‘The salary is inadequate. Many fields 
have no pastor. ‘Would it not be well to surrender the pastor- 
ate here and go elsewhere? Should one wear out his life 
among a people who refuse to follow the best tried ways and the 
will of God ? We have proved that free-will offerings are the 
better way; each year brings us over two hundred dollars 
ahead ; but this does not seem to convince some. Will you 
give your opinion as to a pastor's stand ? 


How can these people be led out into the light ex- 
cept by a minister who knows and follows God's will? 
It would be a sad thing for them if all such ministers 
abandoned them. They need such a minister ; and 
this community needs a church that bears true wit- 
ness to the saving and satisfying power of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Would it not be better for this min- 
ister to stay by this church, in order to let the Lord 
use him to revolutionize the life and spirit of the 
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whole church, than to leave it in its present needy 
condition ? Of course if God should plainly call this 
minister to another field, showing him in a way that 
seemed to be beyond question that his work was to 
be elsewhere, that call could confidently be ac- 
cepted, and God be trusted to care in some other way 
for the present church, But in the absence of any 
such call from God, would it not be a serious and 
questionable responsibility to make the move one’s 
self away from this needy harvest field ? 

Two things may be suggested as being worth trying 
in the difficult situation here described. Tle first of 
these is prayer; the second, the ceasing, in a spirit 
of love, from all direct denunciation of unworthy 
methods of raising money, and even from all direct 
efforts to prevent such methods, 

Prayer is the only way that this church can be 
brought into a sweeping and cleansing revival ; and 
nothing less than such a revival, with a pentecostal 
outpouring of God's Holy Spirit in the lives of the 
people, will accomplish all that is needed. Has the 
pastor gotien together a little group of sympathetic, 
consecrated people, even though such a group be as 
small as two or three, who meet with him regularly at 
least once a week to plead with God for the revival of 
this church? It would be worth while for the mem- 
bers of such a group to read earnestly and prayerfully, 
and perhaps to discuss together, a little pamphlet giv- 
ing extracts from the life and lectures of Charles G, 
Finney, entitled ‘‘ A Spiritual Awakening ’’ (Associa- 
tion Press, 124 East 28th Street, New York City, 5 
cents). Additional copies of this pamphlet could be 
handed to other individuals in the church who, from 
time to time, may show a readiness to consider its 
message and enter into its spirit. This pamphlet, it 
has been believed, has been used of God to awaken 
notable revivals in different parts of the world. It 
searches out lives, and points the way to a spiritual 
harvest according to principles as definite and clear- 
cut as the principles by which the farmer sows his 
crop and reaps what he sows. Surrendered, faith- 
filled, persistent, and undiscouraged prayer will do 
more to break down opposition to the will of God in 
the church, to change lives, and bring to pass every 
miracle that this minister would rejoice to see, than 
all other efforts put together can ever do. 

Now that the minister has made quite plain his 
convictions in the matter of sales methods of raising 
money, would it not be well for him to say nothing 
more on that subject, either in public or in private 
for a considerable time, but definitely avoid it as well 
as other subjects that are likely to cause unprofitable 
controversy and opposition ; and instead let his mes- 
sages be be expressions of the love of God as offered 
in the gospel of Jesus Christ, presented in a way that 
assumes entire agreement between the minister and 
the people? There need be no insincerity in this ; it 
can simply be a purposeful plan of finding points of 
agreement between congregation and minister, and of 
ignoring points of disagreement. Antagonism can 
sometimes be completely disarmed in this way, while 
confidence is won and genuine co-operation secured 
in spirit and in activities. 

If the preaching and the pastoral work, particularly 
the intercourse with the members of the congregation 
who have been most opposed to the minister, be 
carried on in the spirit of that supernatural love of 
Christ which passeth knowledge, while all the work 
of the minister is being upborne and made spiritually 
dynamic by the prayers of that loyal prayer group, it 
is possible that results will come to pass in this church 
which will some day make the minister praise God, 
out of an overflowing heart, that he stood by when 
everything was dark and discouraging. May God 
guide him and empower him, if it be His plan, to 
more than victory on this battlefield, in the name and 
strength of the Lord Jesus Christ ! 


ad 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


ATHER in heaven, show us how to be wrapt up in thee 
—by becoming absorbed in serving and enjoying people 
whom thou sendest across our path, We would find 

thee everywhere, but especially in folks—-in whom thou dost 
dwell, or art to dwell, perhaps by means of our kindness to 
them. Teach us to hate sin, espécially our own sin; and to 
love eatin | else, and to love everybody. Cure us of dis- 

araging our fellows, of dulness or indifference toward the 

umblest or the meanest ; and beget within us the fixed habit 
of appreciating people, of seeing all the latent or possible gocd 
in them, and of loving them into righteous living. Scorch the 
thorns from off our tongues, and blast out all bitterness from 
our hearts. So distil thy love within us, so occupy every cor- 
ner of our being, that there shall be no room left for dislikes, 
grudges, antipathies, or suspicions. Thus mold society also 
in thy likeness, Dismiss its enmities. Abate its collisions. 
Cure its greed, its selfishness, its schisms, its wanton devotion 
to mere display ; and work thy righteousness into the entire 
life of the people. 
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How the King’s Business is Gripping Men 


Reports from the Firing Line of the “ Personal Workers’ League of Pittsburgh ” 





“The Drummer Boy” at Work 


HE other day I went, as is my custom, to the rail- 
road ward of one of Pittsburgh's big hospitals, 
and got into conversation with a red-headed chap 

who came very close to taking his last ride to the 
Union Depot and there meeting the General Superin- 
tendent and having sentence passed upon his case, 
He had been living in sin, had been color-blind to 
the danger signals, and, even though he had not re- 
ceived bodily injury, he was bound to be wrecked 
both physically and morally as time went by. I had 
talked to him before about the love of God in the gift 
of his Son Jesus, and he had declared his intention of 
living for truth and right. 

On this visit to the hospital he asked me if I had 
seen the tract ‘‘The Drummer Boy.’’ It happened 
that on that very day I had heard of this tract at our 
League meeting. [The tract may be had free of charge 
from Fred Kelker, Harrisburg, Pa.] He told of how 
he and other inmates of the same ward had read it 
and got its message, and then passed it on to nurses 
to read and give to other sick and injured ones in the 
same hospital. ‘ 


Seeking the Surrendered Life 


HE other evening I was addressing a large audi- 
ence at a prayer-meeting in one of our down- 
town churches. The appeal was based upon 

the great commission of Jesus Christ to save a lost 
world, presenting the surrendered life as the only life 
to live, and the doing of personal work as obligatory 
on every Christian. A woman of possibly fifty years 
came to me after the service, and said she had missed 
the joy of winning souls and wanted to begin now, and 
she asked if I would show her how to live the surren- 
dered life. The answer was very simple : just to give 
up our wills to do God's will, Why do so many waste 
their years on the level of worldly cares and amuse- 
ments, while God has such a glorious life of love, 
service, and peace if we will only just take his hand and 
step out upon his promises into a life of consecration ? 


“ 
When He was “ Willing to Try”’ 


N THE congregation to which I belong was a man 
of good habits and character, whose wife was a 
Christian, and who longed with all her heart for 

the salvation. of her husband, On several occasions 
I had spoken with him about giving his heart to the 
Lord and his life to Christ’s service, but he always put 
me off, saying he was not ready yet to take the step, 
—that it was too important a matter to decide hastily. 
I agreed with him that it.was a very important step, 
but I insisted that it was too important to be postponed 
indefinitely. I also told him I was going to pray that 
God might lead him to a right decision. Time went 
on, and several months elapsed in which he attended 
church more or less irregularly, and still no decision. 

Finally, one night during special evangelistic serv- 
ices that we were holding, I went to him and said : 

‘< Brother, had you not better make a decision for 
Christ to-night ?’’ 

‘*No,’” he answered, ‘‘I can’t do it.’” 

Then I said to him: ‘I don’t want to pry into 
your life, but I would just like to know why you re- 
ject Christ ?’’ 

‘* Well,’’ he said, ‘I have no feeling in the mat- 
ter, and I don’t think that I ought to come until I feel 
that I have had some change of heart.’’ 

‘* You believe that outside of Christ you are lost ?’’ 

+s ¥es,"” 

‘* You believe that Jesus is able to save you ?”’ 

+<Fee,"” 

‘* You believe that Jesus is willing to save you if 
you come ?’’ 

‘* Yes, but I don’t have any feeling in the matter."’ 

‘« Thank God, you don’t have to feel; just take 
God at his word, and the feeling will come at the 
right time.”’ 

Then I continued : ‘‘You know me to be honest 
and truthful, and if [ told you that doing certain things 
would bring a certain result, wouldn't you be willing 
to try it?" 

‘« Yes, I would be willing to try it.’’ 





Before “ Billy ” Sunday Came 


In the city of Pittsburgh for the past six weeks 
it has been a perfectly natural thing to approach 
men about their souls, for the one absorbing topic of 
the day has been the claims of Christ, the Saviour. 
Christians who before had dreaded personal work 
are finding opportunities on the street, in the cars, 
in the stores and offices, and—where the hardest test 
often is—in the home, to tell of their Saviour. As 
one young Christian put it, ‘‘Every place | go | 
start hunting chances to talk Christianity via ‘ Billy’ 
Sunday, and it is easy to start the talk.” 


The famous evangelist has been conducting in 
Pittsburgh his most extensive campaign, and the 
witness of the Spirit to Dr. Sunday’s leadership, and 
yet more to the tremendous prayer forces in back of 
the movement, has been as marked as in any of the 
smaller cities and towns that have been taken by 
storm when this evangelistic party entered. The 
startling figures of more than 13,000 professed con- 
versions, the number reported when there were still 
nearly three weeks of the campaign to run, tell but 
asmall part of the story. 


But there is a body of men in Pittsburgh who did 
not wait for the coming of ‘‘ Billy’? Sunday and his 
party before going out after their fellows to bring 
them one by one to Christ. About a year ago the 
Personal Workers’ League of Pittsburgh was organ- 
ized in the Y. M. C. A. of that city. Each Tuesday a 
score or more men have met for lunch at noon. and 
have told each other of the week’s experience in 
seeking souls. Bulletins are issued from time to 
time which contain ‘‘ Reports from the Firing Line,” 
the personal experiences of the workers, told by them- 
selves. On this page are included some of the arti- 
cles that have appeared in the first bulletins. On 
May 1, 1913, Bulletin No. 1 was issued, and one’ week 
later a man was led to confess Christ through simply 
reading the little typewritten pamphlet. 


Personal Workers’ Bands have been springing up 
in churches throughout Pittsburgh through the in- 
fluence of this league, and Dr. Sunday’s party came 
to a field partly prepared. Needless to say, among 
the volunteers who offer themselves for personal 
work in the tabernacle meetings, where audiences of 
from fifteen to twenty thousand hear the evangelist’s 
appeal, members of the ‘‘ League” are prominent. 
And there have been great stories to tell at the Tues- 
day noon meetings of the group. 


The movement in Pittsburgh has a significance for 
eyangelism that is far beyond its importance even 
for that great city, and The Sunday School Times in 
early issues will bring to its readers first-hand im- 
pressions of the work and its marvelous results. 














‘« Then just step out on God’s promises and see if 
the feeling won’t come. Christ said, ‘He that com- 
eth unto me I will in no wise cast out’; ‘ Whosoever 
will, let him come’; ‘Believe, and thou shalt be 
saved.’ Nothing said about feeling.’’ 

We prayed about it, and he went home. The next 
night he came and knelt at the altar, and gave his 
heart to God. When he arose from the altar his face 
was beaming. The feeling had come, and the knowl- 
edge of sin forgiven and of Christ's love within. 


Ss 
Refusing to Argue With an Infidel 


HILE waiting for a street-car in Allegheny last 
Sunday morning, a man standing beside me 
called attention with an ‘oath to some work- 

men on the car line. I looked into his face, wonder- 
ing if God would give me an opportunity to show him 
the love of Christ. He said, ‘‘ We are living too fast 
these days : see those men working on Sunday.”’ 

‘«Yes,'’ I answered, ‘‘many men are doing things 
they should not have to do, and others are doing their 
own pleasure and forgetting God. In this country 
men are so busy reading their Sunday newspapers 
that they have no time for the Bible.’’ 

Then I told him of the great uplift I had received 
that™morning from reading the Second Command- 
ment, in which God promises to show lovingkindness 
unto thousands of them that love him. 

‘¢The Bible is nothing to me,"' he replied. «I 
would rather read Shakespeare or other poetry.’’ 


By this time I was anxious to show him the ‘joy 
of a living faith,’’ but my car was at hand, As I was 
about to enter it, the man said, ‘‘1 will go with you. 
I enjoy a car-ride and have nothing else to do."’ 

I felt now that God had a special message for this 
man, and that I was to be the messenger. 

{n the car he began to argue, quoting from Tom 
Paine and other writers, and I had to call on God for 
help, finally remarking to him: ‘‘ Religion is not an 
argument, but an experience, and if a man knows 
and feels God’s presence, no other man can take him 
from the joy of that belief,’’ and with that I told him 
of the joy of my own faith and of the great desire in 
my soul to save other men. Following considerable 
testimony as to what Christ is willing to do for the 
person who makes full surrender of the life, I quoted 
from James H. McConkey’s book, entitled ‘‘ The 
Three-Fold Secret of the Holy Spirit,’’ as follows : 

‘What a tremendous thought to go through all the 
long years of life with the privilege, peace, and power 
of the blessed life within your grasp at any hour and 
yet to have missed it.’’ 

He was so much interested by this time that I gave 
him a copy of the book and added, ‘‘ My friend, you 
may think it was an accident that we met this morn- 
ing, but God is merciful, and you have met the crisis 
of your life.’’ 

‘It was not an accident,’’ he answeréd ; ‘‘ our 
meeting was providential,’’ 

We parted, he remaining on the car and deeply in- 
terested in the book, and this was the man who half 
an hour before was praising the words of Tom Paine 
and ridiculing the Bible. 

When God calls us to speak with the infidel about 
the things of the kingdom, we should not give our- 
selves to argument, but rather tell what Christ has 
done for our own soul. As Dr. John Douglas Adam 
puts it : ‘* Testimony concerning the reality of Christ's 
presence and power in our lives must always be the 
basis of our endeavors to interest others in Christ, for 
Christianity is much more an experience than an ar- 
gument.”’ 

“~ 


Ten Minutes in a Business Office 


N AN Eastern city, while waiting to see a man in 
his office one afternoon, his stenographer came 
into the room several times. Finally the impulse 

came to me to speak to her about doing personal 
work. To my surprise she was greatly interested, so 
I gave her a pamphlet telling how to begin and what 
is God’s purpose in soul-winning. The next morning 
I called the office on the phone and the young woman 
answered with the remark: ‘*The book you gave me 
last night has made me think seriously and realize 
that I have been backsliding. But I hdve decided to 
begin over again to try to win souls.’’ 

When in the same city a short time since, I called 
at this man’s office again, and there learned from this 
child of God that she had indeed begun to live the 
surrendered life. I learn from correspondence of the 
souls she is leading to Christ, and of her growing desire 
-to win many from the path of sin and indifference. 
That ten-minute conversation on personal work has 
set one soul on fire for God, and the icy indifference 
of other hearts is melting in the glow of this one’s 
love and enthusiasm, 

% 


A Strong Man’s Decision 


E WAS a big-muscled college student, a member 
of the football squad, a kind-hearted fellow with 
a weakness for questionable ‘‘ good-fellowship."’ 
I knew his mother was praying for him, and she had 
asked me to do my best to lead him into the Christian 
life. One night after a revival service I said : «‘Sam, 
_you ought to be a Christian."’ 
‘«I know it,”’ he replied at once. 
Seeing that he really wanted to begin the better life, 
I talked with him briefly on the value of deciding at 
once. The next evening he made an open confession 
of his surrender to Christ. Later in a men’s meeting 
I heard him say that it was the few personal words 
and the personal regard for his welfare that decided 
him. The last J heard from him, he was leading an 
earnest Christian life. 
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New Era was Begun by Little Clay Tablets 


That Abraham lived in a highly civilized world, when even the common people exchanged letters, is but one 
of the amazing revelations of the Tel el-Amarna tablets whose story Professor Melvin Grove Kyle tells here 





 ARLY in the thirteenth century Roger Bacon pub- 
lished his great work, in which he began setting 
science in order, and men of the modern world 
have gone on setting it in order ever since. In 1342 
Copernicus gave out his discovery of the se!ar system, 
and revolutionized astronomical thinking. About 
twelve years after the introduction of the drama into 
England Shakespeare was writing his plays, dramatic 
works which stand incomparable in the dramatic lit- 
erature of all ages, if we except, perhaps, the book of 
Job, which not all admit to be a drama. In 1862 
Victor Hugo wrote ‘‘ Les Miserables,’’ and accom- 
plished the abolition of galley slavery in France, and 
marked a new era of civilization in that foremost part 
of the Latin world, 

As the work of Bacon and the discoveries of Coper- 
nicus set things in order in modern material science, 
so these little clay books set in order much knowledge 
about ancient nations and ancient literature which 
had been much confused. And as Victor Hugo re- 
buked the arrogance and tyranny of power, so did these 
little books the tyranny of learning that had drawn a 
dead-line at the Mosaic age for western Semitic liter- 
ature, especially among people of Bible lands. And 
as twelve years of dramatic literary effort in England 
gave us a Shakespeare, so twelve years of the influ- 
ence of the Tel el-Amarna tablets saw not one dis- 
tinguished.individual, but a whole school of learning, 
for research into the Mosaic age and before, a change 
scarcely less important in the biblical world than the 
coming of a Shakespeare in dramatic literature, 

But now to the story of the significance and im- 
portance of the Tel el-Amarna tablets. 


The World’s Most Important Letters 

Every letter looks back to a period of education for 
the letter writer, for every one who writes letters. must 
have learned to write, So these letters look back to a 
period of education, a long epoch of education, of 
the people from whom they came. No letters in all 
the world ever implied more than these. ‘They are 
written for the most part from Canaan, from a people 
of Canaanite tongue at a time when Canaan was an 
Egyptian province, and the writers were principally 
officials under the Egyptian government writing home 
to the Pharaoh, and yet these letters are written in 
the wedge-shaped characters of the Babylonian writing, 
the cuneiform, and in a Canaanite dialect of the 
Babylonian tongue. Now Egypt and Babylon were 
age-long enemies, patching up a peace from time to 
time, but ever possessed of the inveterate traditional 
enmity toward each other, an enmity born of envy, 
for each coveted the Canaanite land as a province, 
So this Babylonian culture, with the tongue and script 
of Babylonia, an official tongue and script of Canaan, 
could never have arisen after Babylonian domination 
in Canaan ceased, but must have been a continuation 
from Babylonian times in Canaan. It had hecome 
so firmly established that the Egyptians could not 
displace it, but were obliged to swallow the prejudice 
and national pride of the Nile, and accept for the 
Canaanite province this Babylonian culture. 

Thus these Tel el-Amarna tablets show us plainly 
a high state of literary culture back to the very be- 
ginnings of patriarchal times. Does some one say, 
‘* But education begets education, and so the culture 
would be greater toward the end of the period’’? 
Usually so, but not in this case, for Egyptian jeal- 
ousy would tend constantly to decrease this Babylo- 
nian culture, displace it with Egyptian culture, in- 
stead of allowing it to increase, so that we may be 
very sure that the literary attainment of Canaan in the 
earlier patriarchal days was not less, but rather more, 
than at the time of the writing of the Tel el-Amarna 
tablets, just as Spanish culture has declined in the 
Philippines since the introduction of the American 
government and schools and influences, 

So these letters give us a peep into the school- 
room in Canaan of those days to see what language 
the Canaanites were taught, and how. In all parts 
of Italy to-day Italian is the literary and official 
tongue, but in many parts there is also a vernacular 
that is lisped from childhood, while the literary tongue 
requires to be studied and learned. The vernacular 
of Venice has but few: words of Italian in it. .The 
Venetians must learn Italian, . So Canaanites in pa- 











Fifty years ago, the great bulwark of destructive 
critics of the Old Testament was the belief that 
early Israelites—-indeed, any who preceded Solo- 
mon’s age—could not read or write. In our day 
Professor Sayce can say: ‘‘ The Babylonia of the 
age of Abraham was a more highly educated coun- 
try than the England of George III.’’ The chief 
means in working this complete revolution in ancient 
biblical learning were the little clay tablets whose 
discovery, in 1887, Dr. Kyle told about in the issue of 
January 10. On this page he continues the remark- 
able story, pointing out why these tablets are epoch- 
making in the field of Bible study. 








triarchal days had their own vernacular, but must 
learn Babylonian as a literary and official language. 
And then, poor fellows, they had another difficulty, 
—they must not only learn the Babylonian tongue, 
but learn also the Babylonian way to write it, Now, 
that cuneiform, or wedge-shaped writing, is one of the 
most difficult the world has ever seen, about as diffi- 
cult as the Chinese method of writing to-day, and, 
indeed, resembling it more than a little. The acqui- 
sition of the cuneiform way of writing calls for teach- 
ers and schools, and long years of patient, painstaking 
study, and makes probable the existence of libraries, 
for difficulty in the production of documents is the 
strongest incentive for careful efforts to preserve them. 
So we see that young Canaanites needed a pretty lib- 
eral education merely to read and write. 

Then, as these letters come from all parts of the 
land, a land not occupied by one unified, harmoni- 
ous people, but by many jealous and sometimes an- 
tagonisti® communities, so that no one school of 
scribes could have furnished a supply for all the land, 
it is evident that the diffusion of this learning must 
have been quite general. And as the letters are not 
always written by royal scribes, but sometimes by 
quite humble persons, and in one instance, it has 
been thought, by a woman, it would seem that there 
must have been at least some extension of education 
to all classes of the people and to both sexes. 

These little tablets tell us indeed much about the 
intelligence and the culture of the land and the times 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, about as much as the 
modern world knew of the literature of ancient Greece 
before the revival of learning and the recovery of the 
classics, though certainly no one expects the outcome 
to be as great as in the case of Greece. _But then no 
one expected it of Greece either. 


A Peasant’s Language of 3,500 Years’ Standing 

Then these old letters bring to our ears the sound 
of tongues in Patriarchal days ; no one discovery, and 
not all others together, afford so much knowledge of 
the tongues of that day in that land. While the lan- 
guage is, for the most part, the Babylonian, which 
certainly was at that time the literary and official lan- 
guage of the land, this Babylonian was Babylonia 
much modified by contact with Canaanite, and there 
is such an admixture or addition of explanatory 
Canaanite words of the vernacular of the land after 
Abraham's day, that by means of such words P, 
Dhorme, a Jerusalem archeologist, has constructed a 
grammar of ‘*Canaanite or old Hebrew.’’ And a 
comparison of that tongue with the peasant speech of 
Palestine to-day brings out the stili more interesting 
fact that the everyday speech of the common people 
of Palestine has been much the same in all the ages 
from the days of the Patriarchs down, and from how 
much earlier times we know not. ‘Babylonian, Ara- 
maic, Greek, Latin, and Arabic have in turn come to 
displace each other as the. official and literary tongue, 
but the common tongue of the common people of the 
countryside has kept on its way much the same 
through it all. Beside this information concerning 
the common speech of the country, the Tel el-Amarna 
tablets give some information also concerning the lan- 
guage of Mitani and some hints at the meaning of the 
still more mysterious language of the Hittites. 

A bird's-eye view, or, as we might. say in these 
days, an aeroplane view,. of Palestine, showing the 
rivers and mountain passes and the location of cities 





and citadels at the most strategic points, is always 
most interesting. Such view of Palestine in old 
Canaanite days would have seemed an absurd hope a 
few years ago. But the mention of some scores of 
places in Northern Palestine and Syria and a careful 
comparison of these names with modern Palestinian 
names by those perfectly familiar with the language 
of the common people there to-day has given just such 
a bird's-eye view of Canaan of that day. It is possible 
to trace the course of the Amorite wars in the north, 
of which the tablets give account (and almost as well 
the movements of the mysterious Habiri in the east 
and south), with about as much satisfaction as we can 
follow a modern military campaign from detailed re- 
ports ; as, for example, the Turco-Bulgarian war or 
the Russo-Japanese compaign in Manchuria. 

Perhaps not many people care about trying to fol- 
low the military compaign of the Amorites as de- 
scribed in these tablets, but who is not interested in 
the remarkable testimony which these facts give to 
the trustworthiness and accuracy of ancient geograph- 
ical and topographical notices in Canaan in patri- 
archal days ? 


What the Tablets Say of Bible People 

These little clay books give also a glimpse into the 
historical archives of that age. It is not certain that 
any individual or event mentioned in the Bible is men- 
tioned also in these tablets, but it may be so, and 
some scholars are very confident that it is well estab- 
lished to be so. They claim certainly the names of 
Jabin, king of Hazor ; Raphia, king. of Gezer, and 
Adonizedek, king of Jerusalem, and also some of the 
events at the time of the conquest, some of the wars 
of Joshua, and that the Habiri were the Hebrews. 

Ido not think this opinion well founded: Jabin 
and Raphia may be the names of a dozen different 
kings in succession or only titles, and the identifica- 
tion of Adonizedek seems to me far more than doubt- 
ful. Moreover these persons and events are too early 
for the conquest period, as it seems to me, though 
that question also is much disputed by those best 
qualified to know. And whether or not there is any 
direct reference to conquest times, certain it is that 
there is scarcely anything in the whole mass of this 
historical material that does not directly or indirectly 
throw light-upon the conditions of life that prevailed 
in the times when Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob lived 
in the land. 

The one point around which most interest centers 
is the claim so confidently made by some archeolo- 
gists that the Habiri mentioned and represented as 
battling with the Canaanites in the East and South 
and overcoming them were the Hebrews under Joshua. 
The sound of the name is certainly very alluring, and 
it probably is the same word. The identification of 
the kings and the wars of which we have spoken with 
the kings and wars of joshua’s time would, of course, 
make the identification of the Habiri with the Hebrews 
still more attractive, not to say inevitable. Aside from 
the exceeding uncertainty of the identification of these 
kings and wars with those mentioned in Joshua are 
other very strong considerations against this view. It 
is urged by some that the word Habiri means ‘‘con- 
federates,’’ and is not a personal name atall. Cer- 
tainly there was just before this time, farther north, 
an alliance in conspiracy of Amorite chiefs and others, 
and when Joshua came to conquer the land he also 
found a certain loose confederacy, so frequently men- 
tioned as ‘‘the Amorites and the Jebusites and the 
Hivites and the Perizzites,’’ all of which gives color to 
this view. 

Another ingenious view put forward by Jeremias, 
that falls back upon the primary meaning of the word 
Hebrew, ‘‘stranger,’’ as when it is said, ‘‘Abraham, 
the Hebrew,’’ probably also contains a truth. There 
certainly were confederates making war just before the 
time of the Habiri, and these Amorite and other tribes 
were strangers, —that is, they were not the aborigines 
of the land, who were not Semites, but probably 
Hamites. This may prove to be the true explanation 
when more light comes. In any case the present 
state of the evidence puts the exodus about one hun- 
dred and fifty years later. If these Habiri were any 
of the Egyptian Hebrews they were not those under 
Joshua, but some who went out earlier. 
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LESSON FOR MARCH f (Luke 12: 13-34) 


Now there is another, a last and perhaps most im- 
portant significance of these clay books, which makes 
them truly epoch-making books. A letter not only 
looks back to the writer and his learning to write, but 
looks forward to a succeeding world that will know 
such writing. The Canaanite language and method 


of writing in which these letters from Canaan to Egypt 


were written would be the language for Canaan known 
and studied in the Egyptian court, thus a part of the 
‘«wisdom of Egypt.’ An American writing to-day 
for the common people of our island possessions 
would write neither in English nor in any native 
tongue but in Spanish. So, if Moses wrote for 
Canaanite people dwelling in Egypt and going to 
Canaan to dwell, is not this, the language and script of 
the Tel el-Amana tablets, the language and script in 
which he would write ? 

If this was the way Moses wrote, then the Penta- 
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teuch would be written, not in the Hebrew tongue, 
but in this Canaanite dialect of the Babylonian ; not 
in any form of the Hebrew alphabet, but in the cunei- 
form script. Thus the books of Moses would, at a 
later time, be translated into the Hebrew in which we 
have them to-day, and the method of spelling proper 
names changed from a way of writing made up of 
syllables to one made up of letters. Some eminent 
archeologists have held this opinion ever since the 
discovery of the Tel el-Amarna tablets, Now it is 
being pushed before the public notice very vigorously, 
especially by Professor Naville of Geneva and Pro- 
fessor Sayce of Oxford. If this opinion be finally 
sustained, as now seems probable, it is impossible to 
estimate the far-reaching effect it will have upon 
present-day critical discussions ; and the tablets are 
Certain then to be efoch-making books. 
PHILADELPHIA. 





When He Tested His Wife’s Religion 


| After her daring resolve was carried out 


By Pauline Phelps 





(Concluded from last week's issue.) 


RIAH’S first impulse had been to snatch that 
hundred dollars from the missionary barrel, 
and hold it. by force against his wife and 

against the world. But, after all, it was Mary's own 
money. She had a right to do what she liked with 
it. He knew that both the law and the townspeople 
would uphold her in that. So it was not until their 
guests had gone that he turned upon her, his face 
wearing the peculiar black look which, with him, 
always signified intense passion. 

«¢ That was Sammy's money you put in that barrel,"’ 
he exclaimed thickly. ‘‘ You're a-goin’ to let Sammy 
be disgraced in college for not payin’ his dues, on 
account of that missionary !’’ 


The hired man, entering the kitchen with an_arm- " 


ful of wood, heard the words, and stopped to listen. 

Mary Dunlap’s voice came to him, clear and tri- 
umphant. ‘No, I ain’t, Uriah,’’ she cried. «I'm 
a-goin’ to trust in the Lord for another hundred for 
Sammy, an’ the Lord’s goin’ to send it to me.”’ 

‘There ain't no Lord. An’ if there-is he don't 
help folks out of money scrapes,’’ said her husband. 
His anger.shook him, and he wondered to hear only 
ordinary words coming from his lips. 

‘« How do we know, ’til we trust the Lord an’ find 
out?’’ asked Mrs. Dunlap,- with tremulous vehe- 
mence. ‘‘I can’t argue the way you can, Uriah ; 
but what you said yesterday set me thinkin’. Says 
I, ‘Uriah’s right. If the Lord is ready an’ willjn’ to 
help us out of all our troubles, why don’t we, as pro- 
fessin’ Christians, give him a chance to do it?’ 
There's his promise right there in the Bible. An’ he 
did ev’ rything for folks in the old times, from leadin’ 
the Egyptians through the Red Sea to sendin’ down 
their breakfast without their havin’ the trouble of 
cookin’ of it. Says I, ‘It’s a pity, if he done all that 
for the Egyptians, if I can’t trust him for a little extry 
money now.’ An’ I told him the whole story last 
night. I tried to explain how Sammy needed the 
hundred dollars, but the missionary needed it, too; 
an’ it seemed to me as if the missionary’s need come 
first. His need come first! That's what made me 
put the hundred in the box, an’ I don’t know ow we' ll 
get the money to send to Sammy, but as near as I can 
makeout, that’s the Lord’s business an’ not mine.’’ 

She stood before her husband, a faded and worn 
little woman, in a faded and worn second-best black 
dress, and her shoulders were stooped, and her hair 
strained back from her temples ; but the light in her 
eyes transformed her. To the hired man, watching 
from the kitchen, she didn't seem like plain Mrs. 
Dunlap any more ; she seemed like one of the Lord's 
angels, inspired to plead his cause. 

Even Uriah, utterly unbelieving himself, yet found 
something worthy of admiration in his wife's faith, 
and went out without slamming the door with a jar to 
shake the house, as he had intended. The hired 
man occupied himself straightening the wood in the 
box until Mrs, Dunlap came into the kitchen. Then 
he looked up at her. 

** Do you believe a// those stories in the Bible, the 
same as you do that one about the Lord and the Red 
Sea and the Egyptians,"’ he asked, diffidently. 

‘*All of ’em,’’ answered Mrs. Dunlap, with firm 
and recent conviction. 


‘«There’s one about the Prodigal Son, I used to 
hear it in Sunday-school when I was a little chap, but 
I'd never thought of it since until you put that Testa- 
ment up in my. room. That started me to reading, 
and I read that, and a lot more. In another place, it 
says something about your sins being waslied out 
again, whiter than snow. Do you believe that's 
true, too?"’ 

**I guess if we want to get the Lord's blessin’ we’ ve 
got to commence over again, an’ say the Bible's aé/ 
true,’’ declared Mrs, Dunlap, solemnly. ‘‘I should’ nt 
wonder if that’s what makes the trouble, everybody a 
tryin’ to sift out parts to believe in, to suit themselves.’’ 

‘«Then you really think—when the Prodigal Son 
came home—his father was glad to see him ?’’ 

‘*Why, of course. Wouldn't any father be?’’ 

**T don’t know,’’ muttered the hired man, as he 
turned back to the wood-box again. ‘‘I was wonder- 
ing, myself.’’ 

That night the hired man did not come in to sup- 
per, and a short note found on the kitchen-table ex- 
plained that he had grown tired of work, and taken to 
the road again. At any other time Mrs. Dunlap 
would have grieved over his departure ; now she 
hardly noticed it, so intent was her mind in wrestling 
with greater problems. 

For it is one thing to have faith in the first flush of 
enthusiasm, and another thing to remain true to that 
faith through dark hours, when the reward seems slow 
in coming. And the money would have to be sent to 
Sammy by Saturday night, at the very latest! All 
day Friday Mrs. Dunlap waited and watched and 
hoped in a fever of excitement. Of course, the Lord 
could answer her prayer in amy way that he saw fit, 
and in the confidence of early morning she felt that 
she wouldn’t be much surprised at the appearance of 
some supernatural messenger. By prosaic noon she 
had remembered a package of mining securities, 
bought and tucked away in an attic trunk as worthless 
years ago, and wondered if salvation might not come 
through them. Or else through a city merchant 
hearing of the excellence of her jams and jellies, and 
sending in an order for a hundred dollars’ worth. Or 
else through gold being discovered on the farm. Or 
else—but what did the details matter, if only that 
Bible promise was proved to be true? 

‘*Lord, help me to have faith enough,’’ prayed 
Mrs, Dunlap again, in fervency of spirit. 


HE didn’t sleep that night, and how Saturday 
morning’s baking was accomplished she never 
knew, The pie crust came out of the oven 

as crisp and flaky as always, the bread as fine and 
light, and yet she had not consciously put a single 
thought on bread or pie. How could she, when the 
moments were slipping by into hours, and still the 
Lord had not answered her prayer! 

Uriah ate his Saturday dinner in silence, without 
even looking at her. She herself ate not a mouthful, 
and all Saturday afternoon she sat at the window, her 
Bible in her lap, alternately praying and glancing 
down the road. A neighbor's boy was accustomed 
to walk over to the post-office Saturday afternoon and 
bring back the mail. Sometimes he returned im- 
mediately, sometimes he stopped to play with another 
boy who lived on the way. This time, of course, 
Mrs. Dunlap told: herself in half-frantic agitation, he 
was stopping.to plav. 


* IOI 


The twilight shadows were falling when at last the 
truant turned in at the gate, two letters in his hand. 
One was from Sammy, she knew ;*but the other, in 
the yellow envelope—once the mining stock had paid 
dividends, and the check, Mrs. Dunlap remembered, 
came in a yellow envelope. She flew down the path to 
meet the boy, hope lending a radiant glow to her face. 

Her husband was in the room when she returned, 
breathless, the two letters in her hand. He snatched 
Sammy’s from her, and read it aloud. It was a hasty 
scrawl of four lines, imploring his mother on no ac- 
count to miss sending the money by Saturday night, 
as he'd be disgraced forever if he couldn't pay his 
dues. Uriah scowled at his wife, but she was not 
looking at him. She had just discovered that the 
yellow envelope was postmarked Denver, Colorado, 
and Colorado was the home of the Western mining 
stock. ' 

‘« Ev'rything’s bound to come right if you have 
faith enough,’’ murmured Mrs, Dunlap radiantly to 
herself. ‘*1 Anew ‘twas bound to come right."’ 

With trembling fingers she tore open the letter, 
and unfolded the yellow sheet. It was the advertise- 
ment of an enterprising real estate firm, setting forth 
the advisability of investing in Denver property. 

When the whole world had stopped whirling in 
blackness before Mary Dunlap’s eyes, and she could 
see plainly again, her husband stood by the door, his 
hat in his hand. ‘* Where be you goin’ ?’’ she asked 
harshly, with dry lips. 

**Goin’ to lead the black colt over to Jim Slocum’ s. 
He offered me a hundred dollars cash for her day 
before yesterday.’’ 

The black colt was a promising two-year-old, and 
the pride of Uriah’s heart. He was going to sacrifice 
her now for Sammy's sake. 


RS. DUNLAP covered her face and moaned. 
Uriah hesitated. He had been very angry with 
his wife, but, after all, she was his wife, and— 

the revelation swept over him now with sudden, over- 
whelming force—he loved her better than anything in 
all the world, He came up and stood beside her, 
looking at the thin, shaking shoulders, the pathetic, 
bowed head. He wanted to take her in his arms, but 
the self-repression of years prevented him. 

**You needn't take on so, Mary,’’ he said. ‘I'd 
*bout made up my mind twas foolish tryin’ to keep 
that colt through the summer, anyhow."’ 

She did not reply, and he patted her shoulder in an 
awkward attempt at sympathy, and went away. She 
had been longing for just such a little pat on the 
shoulder for almost thirty years. Now, in her deep 
despair, it passed unnoticed. 

Presently steps sounded on the veranda, and the 
boy who had brought the mail came running back. 
‘Say, Mis’ Dunlap,’” he announced breathlessly, 
‘«here’s another letter. It slipped into the inside of 
dad's newspaper, and I didn’t find it 'til I got home.”’ 

He hurried away, with a commanding shout to his 
companions up the street to wait for him. The letter 
lay on the table, but Mrs, Dunlap made no move to 
open it. She still sat with her face in her hands. 

Sometime long afterwards—whether hours, or years, 
or centuries, Mary did not know—Uriah came in 
again. He had hitched the colt outside, and made 
an excuse that he wanted his thicker coat. In reality, 
he came because he was worried about his wife, and 
wanted to comfort her. His eyes fell on the letter, 
and he picked it up, with an attempt at jocularity. 

‘*Why, it’s from Rufus Anderson, your old beau— 
got his name in the corner. -You'd better open it, 
Mary.'’ She did not seem to hear him. 

‘‘Well, then, if you don't, I will. Can't have any 
smart city lawver writin’ to my wife, 'less I know 
what he says.’’ 

Tearing the envelope across, he pulled out a closely 
written sheet, and read aloud : 


DEAR Mary: 

My boy has come home. It seems to add only a little 
more to the debt of gratitude I already owe you to find 
that he has been allie at your house for two months, 
and that it was your trust in the Bible and the Bibte par- 
ables which has brought him back to me, to begin -a new 
life. And this time we all believe that the new life will be 
a successful one. He has told us about Sammy, and I 
know that Sammy is a son worthy of his mother. For 
Sammy’s sake, then, will you accept the enclosed from my 
wife and me—not as payment for what you have done for 
us, since that is beyond price—but as a slight expression of 
gratitude, and perhaps also as a bit of evidence that, even 
in this material age, when we trust in the Lord he will 
provide. 


Yours very sincerely, 
RuFus ANDERSON. 
A white slip of paper fluttered from the ‘etter, and 
fell lazily to the floor. Uriah stooped and picked it 
up. It was a check for five hundred dollars. 
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The next Thursday evening Mrs. Dunlap made 
ready to walk to prayer-meeting. Uriah came in as 
she stood before the glass, putting on her Sunday 
bonnet. 

‘¢ The horse is all ready, Mary,’’ he said. 

‘*Why, Uriah,’’ she expostulated, ‘‘ you needn't 
drive me down, I can walk to-night. I ain’t a bit 
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tired. An’ I don’t like to think of you a waitin’ 
’round out there in the horse-shed—"’ 

Uriah averted his eyes. 

‘*I ain't calculatin’ to wait outside in the horse- 
shed,’’ he said, sheepishly. ‘‘I'm calculatin’ to 
walk into church alongside of you.’’ 

Hartrorp, Conn, 





By Charles Ernest Scott 








As at every world missionary gathering to-day, China was held before the great Stu- 
dent Convention that recently met at Kansas City as the supreme missionary problem 
and opportunity of the hour. Dr. Mott’s report of the student uprising in China 
pressed home the message of the “ New Era in Asia.” In the present article, readers 
of the Times have the privilege of seeing how this movement among the students 
and upper classes has impressed one who is in the forefront of the battle for Christ in 
China. In an early issue announcement will be made of a remarkable series of arti- 
cles which Mr. Scott has written for The Sunday School Times. These articles 
will reveal what many American Christians have wanted to know about the real state 
of heathenism in China and the real state of missionary work. 


HE foes of missions have been ever prone to 
exult over the failure, alleged, of Christ's re- 
ligion to reach the e/i¢e, the gentry, the political 

leaders and scholars, in fact, the aristocrats of heathen 
lands, and especially of China. They have formed 
the ‘*Great Walls’’ of opposition to Christianity. 
Even were the charge true, its implication of Chris- 
tianity's power to reach the masses is no mean com- 
pliment. But the assertion is unprovable. Chris- 
tianity is increasingly laying hold of the best minds 
among the leaders of China. 

And such men, we have faith to believe, will not 
fail or disappoint us in the increasingly intense days of 
crises that are ahead for Christianity in China. And, 
remember, this body of Christian young leaders, cut 
loose from the mummied past and facing the future 
prescient of hope and power, was not representative 
of the peasantry of China, but of its gentry, rich 
merchants, and coming rulers, 

Dr, John R. Mott last year closed a campaign 
among the government students of China unequaled 
for its success anywhere in all the history of missions, 
and it proves that the ‘*classes,’’ no less than the 
‘«masses,’’ are ripe, dead ripe, for a religion of Life. 
‘The seventeen hundred great walled cities of China, 
always closed officially to Christianity under the 
Manchu Throne, have now, under the Republic, flung 
wide their gates. Even the mere summary of this 
Mott campaign in fourteen cities reads like the days 
of power of the apostolic church in Jerusalem, when 
priests and rulers believed, 

In Hong Kong, despite the fact of the meetings 
being held at the time of the New Year festivities, 
when heathenism breaks loose, the largest Chinese 
theatre in the city, modern in its plan and equipment, 
was crowded with a picked audience, night after night, 
of from 1,700 to 3,000 students and officials. 

In Peking, a special pavilion had to be constructed 
in order to accommodate the audience, ranging from 
2,500 to 3,500. The Board of Education urged the 
students of government colleges to attend, and ar- 
ranged their schedules so that they could, Meetings 
were held in all the leading government colleges, includ- 
ing the Imperial University, the college of law, with its 
four hundred picked students, and others, into which 
no Christian speaker had ever secured an entrance. 

In the Ching Hwa Academy some of the most nota- 
ble meetings were held. This school is the fruition 
of America’s strategic move of returning the Boxer 
indemnity, and is the keystone of the educational 
system, where are gathered ‘‘ the flower of the student 
body of China preparing for matriculation into Amer- 
ican universities and subsequent official Jeadership.’’ 
The principal of the academy is Mr. Tong Kai Son, 
an American college graduate, The faculty of fif- 
teen American professors were chosen by Dr. Mott, 
at the request of the Chinese government. Needless 
to say, they are an unusually fine lot of Christian 
teachers, molding Chinese youth at the fountainhead, 

In Canton, the Chinese authorities themselves se- 
cured the Guild Hall, the largest and most attractive 

_ building in the city, where each night from 2,200 to 
2,400 picked students, admitted, as in all other cities, 
by ticket, crowded the hall, many standing, 

In Paoting fu, the capital of the metropolitan prov- 
ince of Chili, made sacred by the blood of many mar- 
tyrs, American and Chinese, notably of Horace Tracy 
Pitkin of Yale, audiences of over 3,000 were present, 
nearly half the number standifig for two hours to listen. 


‘* After leaving the meeting with inquirers, Mr. 
Eddy hastened across the city to the Military Acad- 
emy, the West Point of China, which is training 
1,600 cadets as the future officers of her army, and 
addressed the men drawn up at attention out of doors 
in the bitter cold, at ten o'clock at night.’’* The 
general and his staff were present, and the speaker 
was given perfect freedom to preach Christ and to 
ask the men to join the Bible classes. 

In Wu Chang, General Li Huan Hung, Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Republic, proffered the Government Ex- 
hibition Hall to the Christian committee for the 
evangelistic meetings for students. He tendered a 
special luncheon to Mr. Eddy and the members of 
the committee, where he frankly discussed the moral 
needs of China, and stated his personal conviction 
that the Young Men’s Christian Association should 
be immediately established in each angrily through- 
out the Republic—1,700 and more of them ! 

In Shanghai, 3,760 were present at the meetings 
held in the Martyrs’ Memorial Hall. In no other 
city had such careful preparation for intensive work 
and systematic conservation of results been attempted. 
Every seat in the building was reserved for those only 
who promised to attend throughout the series, And 
an especially large proportion of the students in these 
meetings made the beginning of the Christian life. 


N Nanking, the ancient southern capital of China, 
the mass meetings were held in a large pavilion 
which had been specially constructed, and 1,400 

more students were reached in additional meetings. 
As in Peking and Canton, Professor Robertson had 
prepared the way by a series of science lectures, 
reaching in these three cities more than 35,000 gov- 
ernment students. Indeed, ‘‘he has gained a larger 
hearing among the recently inaccessible higher classes 
of China than any Westerner during the entire mis- 
sionary history of the country, The value of thescien- 
tific lecture department as a direct contribution to the 
evangelistic campaign has been incalculably great. 

In Mukden, the capital city of Manchuria (a coun- 
try larger than the combined area of half a dozen 
European realms), the governor, at his own sugges- 
tion, had undertaken the entire cost of erecting a 
special building for the evangelistic meetings ; and 
he arranged for 5,000 government students to attend 
them, This series was held under the auspices of 
the Board of Education, and some of them were pro- 
longed to nearly three hours. 

In Foochow, the Garden City of South China, 3, 500 
students and officials applied for tickets for the open- 
ing meeting, and the applications grew as the meet- 
ings progressed. The Chekiang Provincial Hall, the 
largest in the city, seating 2,000, was emptied four 
times each afternoon of auditors. Mr. Cio Lik Daik, 
a member of the Provincial National Assembly, was 
released by that body to give his full time as inter- 
preter. Students. were released from their school 
work for eight days in order to attend the meetings. 

The Provincial Assembly gave a personal invitation 
for Professor Robertson, and Mr. Eddy to speak before 
its members, which they accepted—thus establishing 
a precedent for all China. The Commissioner of 
Education and the presidents of fifteen government 
schools there, gave them a reception and a. dinner. 
Evangelistic mass meetings were also held for: women 
students. Over 2,000. filled the Guild’ Hall, and 
about 200 were turned away for lack of standing-room. 

Possibly ihe series of meetings :most dramatic in 
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significance were those held in Tsi Nan Fu, near the 
ancient seat of Confucius. Tsi Nan is the capital of 
Shantung, especially sacred to the worship of Confu- 
cius. Before the downfall of the Manchu dynasty, 
the throne expelled from all the government institutions 
here Christian students and teachers who would not 
bow in worship before the tablet of Confucius, whom 
the government had recently apotheosized. The 
government gave Dr. Mott the use of the Provincial 
Assembly for the evangelistic meetings ; 2,400 stu- 
dents and high government officials crowded the 
building to its capacity. In after-meetings of two 
hours’ length more than 700 signed cards as inquirers 
of Christianity. 

This willing card-signing has been a regular feature 
of the entire campaign. The aggregate attendance of 
students and officials at the evangelistic meetings 
amounted to 78,230. The same men attended con- 
secutively the series of addresses in each city. At 
least 35,000 different men were in attendance at these 
meetings. In addition an aggregate attendance of 
59,339 were present at the preparatory science lec- 
tures. The combined aggregate amounted to the vast 
total of 137,569. In every city, hetween 700 and 800 
signed the cards of inquiry in the after-meetings. 
And, in spite of the difficult conditions placed upon 
inquirers, requiring not only daily Bible study and 
daily prayer, but enrolment in Bible school classes, 
7,057 have come out definitely for Christ. 


HE policy of the follow-up campaign has beeu that 
‘«the real work begins when the campaign ends’’ ; 
that 100 to 150 specially trained men, Chris- 

tian leaders, are organized in each center visited to 
work on individual cases ; and that Bible classes of 
inquirers in great numbers have sprung up. 

The important thing to note here is the response of 
the Chinese. Dr. Mott.stated that in his visits to 
forty countries he had ‘‘ never addressed meetings so 
largely attended and so significant in their character. 
The student audiences, which averaged a thousand a 
night in India, have been more than double that 
number in each of the fourteen centers in China. 

Another outstanding mark full of promise is the 
place of leadership which has been taken in the move- 
ment of the’‘*classes*’ by high-up Chinese Chris- 
tianS; Such as Mr. C, T. Wang, late acting Minister 
of Industry and Commerce in Yuan Shi Kai's cabinet, 
aud now Vice-President of the National Senate ; the 
Rev. Cheng Ching Ye, China’s Representative on the 
Edinburgh Continuation Committee; Mr. David Yiu 
(Harvard) of: the National Lecture Department of the 
Christian Association Movement of China, and for- 
merly adviser to Vice-President Li in the Red Cross 
Movement; the Rev. Ting Li-Mei, the student evangel- 
ist ; Mr. Chang Po-Ling, head of the famous Govern- 
ment Middle Schooi of Tigntsin, one of the leading edu- 
cational authorities in China, and many others who 
have marked out new lines of advance in methods of 
evangelistic work for the educated classes. 

And then, like a thunderbolt out of a clear sky, 
astonishing the world by its revelation of the mature 
Christian conception of China’s leaders as to China’s 
real need, came the call of the Republic for the pray- 
ers of all Christians everywhere. It is unique, un- 
precedented in history,—this appeal of a non-Chris- 
tian government for the intercession of those who 
know the true and living God. 


HE document was as pregnant of meaning as it is 
unlike, in its lack of verbosity, the old style of 
««decree,’’ such as the throne used to issue. It 


-read as follows: 


Prayer is requested for the National Assembly now in 
session for the newly- established government, for the 
President yet to be elected, for the Constitution of the Repub- 
lic, that the Chinese government may be recognized by the 
Powers, that peace may reign within our country. that 
strong, virtuous men may be elected to office, and that the 
government may be established upon a strong foundation, 
Upon receipt of this telegram. you are to notify all Chris- 
tian churches in your province that April 27 has been set 
aside as a day of prayer for the nation. Let all take part. 

No wonder that all Christians and all officials who 
could have responded to the appeal, 

What hath God wrought! ‘Well may the world,” 
in the language of the China Council, ‘‘ consider this 
revolution as one of the greatest movements of its 
history, whether there be considered the immensity 
of the population affected, the character of the change 
that is taking place, the magnitude of the interests 
involved, or the significance of the fact that a great 
and ancient race is undergoing in the period of a de- 
cade a radical intellectual and spiritual readjustment, ' 
—one such as other races havé used centuries to 
accomplish. In the name of our God, let the home 
cliurch now rise up and possess the land for Christ ! 

TsineTau, NoRTH CHINA, 
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An advertisement that drew the class 
and a lesson that held them 








Temperance Teaching that Went Home 


By Earle William Gage 





In these days that are bringing such remarkable signs that the great liquor power is 
on the verge of its complete overthrow, temperance programs ought to be a-quiver 
with interest. Such a program was carried out by this young men’s class. Most 
classes will not be able to cover all ten parts of this program in one session, but one 
or several can be adapted to any class, and here also may be found unusually effective 


UR Bible class had long been in search of some 
satisfactory method of covering the Temper- 
ance-Sunday lesson. We had tasted the old 

method of going over the facts which all of the 
temperance leaders are accustomed to offer, and the 
young men of the class had become somewhat tired 
of such lessons. They were sure to have ‘that tired 
feeling’’ on Temperance Sunday, and within a year 
after the old way had been in force, there were but 
two or three earnest workers present to hear the tem- 
perance lesson. Something must be done at once, 
for the modern class cannot afford to have a majority 
of its members absent for a single Sunday. 

As young men are attracted by the terms of the 
street, we had a large.number of cards printed, with 
one word only on one side—*‘‘ BoozE!’’ - The other 
side of the card said this: ‘‘ What Has Booze Done 
For You?’’ That was a startling headline, and then 
the card read : ‘‘Come to the Bible class next Sun- 
day noon and find out. No matter if you are not a 
drinker, booze hurts you. Want to know why?”’ 
The last line read : ‘‘ Come to the Booze Lesson Sun- 
day Sure !’’ 


Ten Shots at a Terrible Foe 

All of the young men were mailed five of these 
cards. The cards pleased them, and jokingly they 
handed them around to their friends. Sunday morn- 
ing saw twice as many men out as we had ever been 
able to muster, even on Rally Day, and all beamed 
with expectancy. At least the advertising of the les- 
son was of the type that pleased the men. The teach- 
ing was of the same type. 

The session opened with a Bible lesson on the tem- 
perance problem. What the Bible says on the tem- 
perance question was covered by a young man who 
presented facts based upon Bible statements. The 
men said afterward that they never knew that booze 
was king to a certain extent even in Bible days. Then 
after this talk, various members read ‘‘marked’’ 
passages which bore on temperance. The whole 
Bible chain of temperance sentences, from Genesis to 
Revelation, was covered. ‘‘ Wine,’’ ‘‘ Strong Drink,’’ 
and ‘‘ Drunkenness’’ served as key-words in finding 
the desired passages. 

A bright young fellow, whose sentiments were 
wholly in the channel of temperance reform, covered 
the lesson from the biographical side. He gave illus- 
trations from the lives of such great people as Frances 
E. Willard, John B. Gough, Neal Dow, Mary H. 
Hunt, John B, Finch, Theodore L. Cuyler, J. B. 
Stearns, and William E. Dodge. 

The organization of the temperance reform of to-day 
was then spoken of, mentioning the various move- 
ments and political affiliations which are working to 
abolish the sale of liquors, and the relations of these 
organizations to the modern church and Sunday-school. 

One young man then read clippings from newspa- 
pers which he had been collecting for a number of 
weeks past, giving accounts of what liquor had been 
doing for the local conditions, and closed by furnith- 
ing a report, published in a local paper, of the police 


-court, in which facts given out by the judge showed 


clearly that more than ninety-five percent of the cases 
tried in his court for six months were due to crime 
performed while ,intoxicated. Of these criminals in 
the sight of the law, forty-five percent were young 
men who had not reached twenty-five years of age. 
These very fellows should be attending this Bible 
class, the men thought. 

The statistical side of the temperance question was 
covered by a young man who had been collecting such 
facts for personal knowledge, and facts regarding the 
number of gallons of beer, whisky, wine, gin, and 
other less important liquors were given. The cost in 
dollars, and cents of this vast quantity of intoxieants 
was given, and the great work which this money might 
accomplish in church extension, missionary cause, com- 
mercial advancement, and social reform, as compared 
with figures already existing, were read off. The young 


suggestions for a general school program. 


men were intensely interested and instructed, for they 
never dreamed that the dollars spent for liquor would 
make such a mighty tower, and that this tower of dol- 
lars expended in the proper channel could be made 
to perform such wonderful accomplishments. 

The value of the temperance pledge to present-day 
men was studied, while its value to noted ‘signers was 
reviewed, Such people as Samson, the Nazirites, John 
the Baptist, Daniel, and the Rechabites, Lincoln and 
W. J. Bryan were mentioned. Samples of various 
pledge-cards were passed around, that all might note 
the various types. 

‘¢ Alcohol and the human body’’ was covered by a 
young physician, who spoke from personal observa- 
tion, both in homes and at the hospitals, on the op- 
erating table and in his office. The knowledge was 
presented from first-hand information, earned by long 
hours with those who had to suffer at the hands of the 
old Booze King. A Christian physician should have 
an important part in every effective temperance pro- 
gram. This medical knowledge will serve to convince 
the members of the Sunday-school where whole train- 
loads of books will be of no avail. Every community 
affords its Christian physician, and whatever his 
church denomination, he will gladly come to your 
school or class and give his personal views of the great 
need of temperance. He will not need to study long 
to present his speech, as his personal observations are 
far more to be desired than cut and dried book-formed 
statements. This physician discussed the effect of 
liquor on the nerves, stomach, muscles, heart, blood 
vessels, brain, and kidneys; and from the moral 
standpoint, its relation to the home, the school, the 
church and Sunday-school, the city and country. 

The cure of intemperance was discussed, and brought 
out facts that may be divided into these sub-heads : 
religious, medical, legal remedies, and other reme- 
dies. The young men agreed that religion had the 
greatest part to play in the complete abolishing of 
liquor, and that this relation should not be neglected. 

Ten young men, including the teacher, read quota- 
tions from various famous people of all ages regarding 
their views of temperance and the individual. 

The sociological aspect of the question was next 
covered. Facts and statements that could not well be 
covered under the other heads were grouped under 
this title. The relation of temperance to life insur- 
ance, to labor, to commerce, to mercantile establish- 
ments, to railroads, heredity, insanity, crime, and law- 
lessness, were all covered under the sociological head. 


Where to Get the Ammunition 

It is needless to say that these young fellows em 
joyed themselves during the hour in the class-room 
that Sunday. They agreed that it was the greatest 
lesson that they had ever heard. Many of them, 
there for the first time, stated that they were con- 
vinced that the liquor traffic was wholly sinful, and 
that they would decide for the party and people who 
stood firmly against the use of liquors in all forms. 

Here are a few books which the class and school 
will find valuable in the preparation of Temperance 
Sunday programs and discussions : A Bible Concord- 
ance ; ‘‘ The Bible and Wine,’’ by Fenton (National 
Temperance Society, 3 East 14th Street, New York 
City) ; **Aicohol and the Human Body,’’ by Hlors- 
ley and Sturge (Macmillan, 40 cents) ; ‘‘ World Book 
of Temperance,’’ by Crafts (International Reform 
Bureau, Washington, D. C., 75 cents) ; ‘‘Alcohol: A 
Dangerous and Unnecessary Medicine,’’ by Mrs. 
M. M. Allen (published by the author, Marcellus, 
N. Y., $1.25) ; ‘*A Century of Drink Reform in the 
United States,’’ by Fehlandt (historical ; National 
Temperance Society, 50 cents and $1) ; ‘‘Social Wel- 
fare and the Liquor Problem,’’ by Warner (National 
Temperance Society, 35 cents and $1); American 
Prohibition Year Book’’ (The National Prohibition 
Press, 106 N. La Salle Avenue, Chicago, 25 cents 
and 50 cents). : 

-Let.every class have ‘its temperance committee; and 
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let this committee make a study of the very latest in 
temperance matters and movements, Make the Tem- 
perance Sunday the greatest affair of the year. Give 
them something bright and clear. They will enjoy 
the effect and profit by its presentation. 

Ashvitue, N. Y. 


oe 


China’s Bible Success Band 
By George T. B. Davis 


ROM Wuhu, China, comes the news that the 
Bible Success Band—a movement for memoriz- 
ing the Word of God—has gripped the Chris- 

tians of China in a remarkable manner, and is spread- 
ing throughout the length and breadth of the land. 

Five years ago the Band was introduced into China 
by the founder, Mrs, E, A. R. Davis, as she journeyed 
through the country with the Chapman-Alexander 
mission party. Since that time the work has been 
carried on in China under the direction of the ‘*Con- 
ference Bible Study Committee,’’ which was ap- 
pointed by the Shanghai Missionary Conference in 
1907 to promote Bible study throughout the Chinese 
Empire. 

To-day the Bible Success Band has found such 
favor in the eyes of the Chinese that the Rev. Alex- 
ander Paul, acting secretary of the Conference Bible 
Study Committee, says : 

‘* We have had no movement in China that has 
taken such a grip upon the Christians throughout the 
country."’ 

Writing to Mrs. Davis in June, 1913, Mr. Paul 
quoted from a letter which reached him that morning 
from the province of Shansi : 


DEAR Mp. PAUL: 

Could you send me 150 more copies (Chinese) of the 
Bible Success Band Booklet? We have 1,3000dd cliurch- 
members, and thousands of inquirers. Could you send me 
next year’s copies fairly early, before the New Year, as 
many of our stations are a considerable way off? A num- 
ber of applicants have come for the booklet, but | have 
only one copy for every two of our out-stations where ser- 
vices are held on Sunday. A number of members have 
written copies of what verses to learn, 


In a later letter Mr. Paul tells of the wonderful 
spread of the movement, and of the urgent need for a 
man to spend a year or more in organizing the plan. 
He writes, in part : 

Wuunu, November 20, 1913. 
Dear Mrs. Davis: 

The work of the Band this year has far exceeded our 
expectations, We have sent out about 10,000 booklets, 
and we will have to send out a good many more next year. 
We have had no movement in China that has taken such a 
grip upon the Christians throughout the country. If we 
could get a fund to pay for a foreign secretary’s salary and 
traveling expenses for one year,—a man who could be re- 
leased from one of our missions to give his full time for a 
year or a year and a half to travel throughout the country, 
in all the provinces, visiting the main centers and estab- 
lishing Bands, appointing local secretaries (Chinese and 
foreign) at these centers, who would be responsible for the 
work in their districts, I am confident that this work 
would prove to be the greatest possible blessing to our 
work in China. ... ° 

I do not need a great many copies of the English book- 
let, as our work is done entirely in Chinese. I could use 
to good advantage a couple of hundred of [English] book- 
lets, as, when I hear of new missionaries coming out, I like 
to send them copies, both in English and in Chinese, so 
that they may see what our work really is. 

If you have any literature on the Bible Success Band 
Movement I would also be glad to get some, as I would 
like it translated into Chinese, and sent around to every 
Station in the country. 

With kindest regards, I am, 

Very sincerely yours, 
ALEXANDER PAUL, 


Is not Mr. Paul’s Chinese call a modern Macedc- 
nian cry to ‘‘come over and help us'’? We know 
that ‘*with God nothing shall be impossible.’’. Will 
you not join with us in prayer, and praise, that God will 
speedily provide both the money and the man to 
organize and systematize this fmovement in China, so 
that the young Chinese church may be still further 
rooted and grounded in the Word of God, to the honor 
and glory of his holy name? 





Editor’s Note.—In America also the Bible Success Band 
movement is taking deep root. Orders for the Bible Success 
Band booklets for 1914 came in so rapidly at the beginning of 
the year that a stock of 8,000 booklets was quickly exhausted. 
Additional consignments were shipped from England until 
the edition of the booklets with ‘‘ illuminated "’ cover has 
been exhausted. Another edition of the booklet with an at- 
tractive cover, but not illuminated, is in preparation or on 
the way as this paper goes to press. These booklets may be 
ordered from The Sunday School Times Co., at 10 cents each 
or @t per dozen. The memorizing of verses listed in the 1914 
booklet may be taken up on any date : 
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LESSON 9. MARCH I. TRUSTING IN RICHES AND TRUSTING IN GOD 


Luke 12 : 13-34. Commit verse 15 


Golden Text: Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.—Luke 12 : 34 





The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


UPPOSE we take a glance at the pocket-books of 
some of the men that have done ge es for 
the world and see how they look. Was Moses 

a rich man? So far as we know he was not, for 
nothing is said about his possessions. Martin Luther 
was not arich man, nor Erasmus, nor Tyndale, nor 
any of those men who made the Bible an open book 
and religion a free thing toevery honest soul. George 
Washington inherited a good deal of property and 
neglected it to his serious loss while serving the nation, 
first as general of its armies, and then 4s president. 
When Henry Ward Beecher was a young preacher in 
IHinois, a railroad that needed an able man to lead it 
offered him the position of president at a salary of 
ten thousand dollars a year. He continued to preach 
the gospel for about one-tenth of that sum. Isn’t it 
a good thing that so many fine men axe willing to 
teach in our colleges at small salaries rather than to 
go out to accumulate money? Isn't it a blessing to 
the world that some young men, like Mr. Sherwood 
Eddy, are ready to forsake their business prospects 
and to go to India and China to found schools and 
churches and Y. M. C, A.’s? What would the world 
have done for missionary leaders if Livingstone and 
Carey and Judson had chosen to give tiemselves to 
money-making. Even in commercial life the man 
who puts mney ee ahead of honesty and hu- 
manity is admittedly a low type. and with profes- 
sional men it is intolerable. Money-hunger will 
blight every occupation it touches, 


The Teacher's Preparation 
[The references except as noted, are to lesson articles in the ‘Times.] 
Jesus’ teaching about money .is appropriate to 
every age since his words were spoken. There 
are certain ideas and ideals that are ‘‘in the air,” 
so to speak. They are the background of most of 
our habits and words and decisions. They. are the 
things that we take for granted, like axioms in geom- 
etry. One of these ideals which has the weight of 
an axiom is shown when we ask of an artist, a teacher, 
or a professional man: ‘‘ How much does he make ?” 
That grim cynicism that says, ‘* Well, you can’t live 
without money,” determinedly holds that money 
comes first. Jesus teaches that truth and honor and 
purity and helpfulness come before money. He 
teaches this in three different ways in this lesson. 
First, he refuses to be entangled in money disputes; 
second, he gives a picture-story of a money fool; 
and, third, he gives assurance that the man who at- 
tends to God's interests will not be forgotten by God. 
This lesson grows out of last week’s very naturally. 
Dr, Thomas’ opening paragraph will guide one in 
‘*locating ” it in connection with other passages. 
Certain natural questions arise, and should be care- 
fully studied. hy did Jesus refuse to help the man 
who appealed for his aid? What was the real fool- 
ishness of the rich man? (Dr. ‘Thomas for Wednes- 
day.) And what is the right attitude toward money- 
making, as shown in verses 22-34 ? 


The Class in Session 


When one begins on a vital theme such as Jesus 
started there in the Pharisee’s dining-room, it gener- 
ally goes right to the bottom of things. So when you 


begin with talking about absolute sincerity in life, 
you come pretty Cant to the subject of money. 
Most people are thinking about money a deal 


of the time. One man in that crowd was ¢videntl 
more than ordinarily ‘‘sore” on the subject. Evi- 
bert’ Fe man felt that his brother had wronged 
him (Dr. Riddle on v. 13, and Dr. Mackie, paragraph 
1). If the man’s petition had been base‘ in real need, 
quite likely Jesus would have given it more serious 
consideration, but apparently the man’s real motive 
was of*a covetous nature (Monday and Tuesday 
studies), for Jesus bluntly refused to have anything 
to do with his dispute, and immediately began to 
speak of the dangers of covetousness. The implica- 
tion is that this family trouble arose from greed, as 
Mr. Ridgway’s first paragraph suggests. 

Following this comes Jesus’ general principle that 
‘‘a man’s life consisteth not*in the abundance of 
the things that he hath.” This may have been one 
-of the current proverbs of the time, but it is revolu- 
tionary to most men’s everyday thinking. Every 
man who thinks that the main object of his fife ought 
to be given to ‘ making a living” is in danger of vio- 
lating this law of real life. Money is a thing which 
must be managed with great care, as Mr. Gordon's 
first paragraph says. Jesus followed this general 
statement with an illustration which, as Dr. Riddle 
suggests (v. 16), was a fictitious though probable nar- 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 22 : 13-21 J 


13 And one out of the multitude said unto him, Teacher, bid 
my brother divide the inheritance with me. 14 But he said unto 
him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you? 15 
And he said unto them, ‘Take heed, and keep yourselves from 
all covetousness : ! for a man’s life consisteth not in the abund- 
ance of the things which he B epee 16 And he spake a 
pra unto them, saying, he ground of a certain rich man 
»rought forth plentifully : 17 and he reasoned within himself, 
saying, What shall I do, because I have not where to bestow 
my fruit? 18 And he said, ‘This will I do: I will pull down 
my barns, and build greater ; and there will I bestow all my 
grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my ? soul, ? Soul, 
thou hast much goods laid up for many years ; take thine ease, 
eat, drink, be merry. 20 But God unto him, Thou fool- 
ish one, this night 8 is thy *soul required of thee ; and the 
things which thou hast prepared, whose shall they be? 21 So 
de that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 


1 Or, for even in a man’s abundance his life is not from the things 
which he possesseth % Or, life %Gr. they require thy soul. 


The American Revision copyright, w901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
* 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 
hay references here given are usually to ye ge ye by num- 
. of the various lesson-articles iw this issue of the Times] 

Verse 13. —What did this man probably mean by the in- 
heritance that he referred to, and why did he come to Jesus 
about it? (Riddle; Ridgway, 1; Mackie, 1; Thomas, 
Monday study; Class in Session, 1.) 

Verse 15.—Does this mean that the man who had asked 
Jesus to command his brother to divide the inheritance had 
showed a covetous spirit? (Riddle ; ‘Thomas, Monday and 
‘Tuesday ; Class in Session, 1.) 

Verses 16-18.—What is a parable? Was such an inci- 
dent as this probable? (Riddle; Class in Session, 2), 

Verse 19.—What is the meaning of ‘‘soul’’ here ?— 
(Riddle ; ‘Thomas, Wednesday.) 

Verse 21.—Just what did Jesus mean by being ‘‘rich 
towarl God’’? (Riddle; Gordon, 11, 12.) 


Verse 24.—How far were the ravens to be an example to. 


men? (Riddle; Thomas, Friday; Class in Session, 3.) 

Verse 25.—How much was a cubit, and why is it spoken 
of as being added to life? (Riddle.) 

Verse 27.—What is the meaning of this reference to 
Solomon? (Riddle. ) 

Verse 28.—For what purpose was the grass of the field 
*¢cast into the oven ’’ at that time? (Riddle; Mackie, 5.) 

Verse 29.—How literally is Jesus’ command not to seek 
food and drink to be interpreted? What connection with 
the subject has the reference to a ‘* doubtful mind’’? 
(Riddle ; Thomas, Sunday ; Class in Session, 3.) 

Verse 30.—Whom did Jesus mean by ‘‘ the nations of 
the world ’’? (Riddle.) 

Verse 31.—What did Jesus mean here by the ‘‘king- 
dom ’’ of the Heavenly Father? (Riddle.) 

Verse 33.—Was this command to sell one’s possessions 
and give alms to bé obeyed literally ? ( Riddle.) 








rative. The-point of the illustration is this: The 
man prospered so that it became a question with him 
as to what he should do with his surplus. It is not a 
question of dishonest gain at all; that is something 
entirely different. This man’s increase of wealth 
came to him geen! and naturally (Dr. Riddle, v. 
19). ‘The man made his error in his decision to use 
hig wealth solely and only for himself and his own 
comfort and pleasure. Dr. Thomas calls attention 
to the prominence of the ‘*I” and the ‘*‘my” in the 
man’s soliloquy. Jesus, the gentle and the true, 
passes the lightning-stroke judgment on the man,— 
‘*thou fool.” This is the only time in the Gospels 
that Jesus uses that adjective of any man (Wednes- 
day and Thursday studies). The foolishness con- 
sisted in allowing himself to be deluded into thinkin 
that life was wholly physical, and that spiritu 
things were not real (Mr. Gordon, paragraph 2). 
This leads naturally to a description of the right 
sort of mental attitude we should have as an antidote 
to the poison of such covetousness as he has just pic- 
tured. We are counseled by Christ to avoid anxtet 
over our physical requirements. ‘The key-word (Fri- 
day study) of this whole passage is ‘‘ undue solici- 
tude.” Anxiety is precisely the same sin as the rich 
fool’s egotism, only it is the form that covetousness 
takes;when a man’s fortunes are low. Anxiety is not 
any relation to either thrift or foresight, but a drain 
upon both. With one illustration after another, taken 
from nature, the birds and the flowers, Jesus declares 
that the Heavenly Father will ‘provide forus. Dr. 
Thomas’ Saturday study gives a clear statement of 
the points of a believer's true solicitude. We ought 
to be solicitous for the kingdom of God. The closing 
principle is the one thatis unescapable. Treasure 
and affection cannot be separated. Mr. Gordon 
— out that our treasure may be various things 
side money, talents, brains, ancestry, but that the 
one treasure that we ought to have is our right rela- 


tion with God. This is the ultimate object of all Chris- 
tian an ritual uasion,—to get a man to value 
first his relations with Jesus Christ, and make every- 
thing else secondary to that. 


A Lesson Summary 


A man works for the things that he wants, and 
values — in proportion as they are useful to his 
desires. If aman is very desirous for money, more 
so than for anything else, it is Lecause in the bottom 
of his heart he values the things that money can buy 
more than he values anything else. Value is only a 
measure of desire. Gold is valuable because it is 
arbitrarily selected as the metal on which coinage 


shall be d. The Indians used wampum. Cer- 
tain stamps are valuable because there are very few 
of them and many persons want them. It is desire | 


that makes values. If «man would rather be rich in 
pocket than be strong and pure in character, it is 
simply because he desires the things for the flesh, 
and he does not desire and dots not value the things 
of the soul. Unfortunately, men can desire that 
which is not for their best development, and they go 
wrong. When men desire whisky more than home, 
henor, and health, they become drunkards. When 
men desire money, houses, lands, stocks and bonds 
more than their souls and ‘their purity and honor, 
then they become covetous. Covetousness leads to 
cruel competition, slums, sweatshops, child-labor, 
strikes, riots, and death, The true way of life is to 
desire that God’s holy will shall be done before every- 
thing else, and to let that settle the value of other 
things. If that were done, then the kingdom of God 
would be here. 


Questions for Class Use 


1. Why does abundance not complete a man’s life? 

2. What was the rich man’s mistake ? 

3. How may a man become rich toward God ? 

4. Why is solicitude wrong ? 
“<5, What is the cure of covetousness? 

6. What arguments does Jesus advance to prove God’s 
watch-care of our wants ? : 

7. Why is heart and treasure inseparable ? 

8. Name some of the effects of covetousness on society. 


Other Teaching Points 


Not a few people value Christ, Christianity, the church, 
and the minister for what they can get out of them to help 
themselves to get something that they are after. If a man 
is anti-Christian, find out why before you blame the church. 

Covetousness goes so far down into the roots of customs 
and habits that it is almost impossible to picture what life 
would be if we were free from it. It has laid its blight on 
love, marriage, childhood, and the soul, Nothing is too 
sacred for its sacrifices. 

The rock-bottom reason why spiritual things are more 
valuable than material things is that the spiritual is eternal 
and the physical-must all soon be ended. What a man 
believes about the immortality of the soul will in the long- 
run settle all his moral questions. 

Thrift and energy are a part of God’s plan for us, and 
there is no hardship about either of them. Under normal 
conditions they are the rules of a fine game,—the game 
of life. 

It is a fine thing to form the habit of testing all one’s 
decisions and ways of living by verse 31. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


(Luke 12 : 395-38.) 
|For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, 
to quicken interest in the coming lesson. ] 

Away up in front of every trans-Atlantic steamer 
is a crow’s-nest, as theycallit. Itis generally a little 
round box-like affair that is porebed well up on the 
foremost mast. In this crow’s-nest all night long 
stand two men watching and peering into the dark- 
ness ahead. All day long an officer walks the bridge 
watching. This is necessary to insure safety for a 
ship. Jesus says that a man must do practically the 
same thing with his moral life,—watch himself every 
day, and that this is the only chance he has to keep 
safe. He gave several parables to illustrate this ne- 
cessity. 

1. Why is a man the more commended for being ready 
at the third watch ? 

2. In what ways mustaa man be watchful about himself? 

3. Give an example of a man who is an unfaithful stew- 
ard of his life’s possibilities ? 

4. Why is there increased responsibility with increased 
trust ? 

5. See if you can you discover in the lesson 

A starting signal. 

A large charge account. 
Big pay. 

Sore spots. 

A badly fooled man. 


Evanst_ Nn, ILL. 





LESSON FOR MARCH I (Luke 12 : 13-34) 


Readjusting Values 
By S. D. Gordon 


ONEY has the fascination of a serpent’s eye, 
and subtle power to warp the judgment and 
tangle the life. It has its proper place, but it 

seems to take more strength than one has of himself 
to keep it there. ‘This is as true of small sums as of 
larger. A copper cent can be held close enough to 

our eye to shut out everything else, Poise regard- 
ing money is very rare. 

This rich farmer had gotten his wealth properly. 
No cry of ‘‘ taint” could be brought against his gold. 
He was a shrewd manager, and prospered. But back 
of soil and seed, weather and ma ment, the 
largest factor in his prosperity was the creative 
Hand, Yet he left his chief Partner completely out 
of the reckoning, kept the bulk of his money for him- 
self tried to teed his soul on things,—absurdly against 
all rules of feeding, and entirely missed the point of 
best investment for future values, That was all; 
. not especially uncommon, Yet he is called a fool,— 
a senseless person, acting rashly, without due intel- 
ligence, 

What is your treasure? ‘That is the first question. 
That settles where it is, and so where your heart is. 
This is the chief be -ega of man. The answer de- 
termines absolutely the weight and worth of a man's 
life. Whatdo you reckon your /reasure when you 
are off alone with yourself? 

There are several answers commonly given. Some 
answer frankly, or within themselves: ‘* what you 
have,—your possessions,” This is particularly so in 
this young want nation of ours, whose unbounded 
portunity has almost if not quite intoxicated the gen- 
erations coming here out of oppressive want and lack. 
But it is true in every nation. Money has magical 
powers, but brings terrible temptations, and has the 

eat weakness of not being transferable into the 
a values, nor into the values current beyond the 
line of the present order of things, excefi as it comes 
under love’s transmuting touch. 

Some think the chief treasure is in what you can 


do,—your power of achievement. Frequently the 


measure of ‘*what you can do” is what you have 
succeeded in getting written legally into your own 
name. ‘There is double pride in possessions because 
they tell of your ability as well as your success, A much 
smaller group, and growing smaller proportionately, 
answers, ‘‘ what you know,’—your learning, or your 
knowledge of something which is your specialty. 

In the older nations, and in the older parts of ours, 
there are those who lay great store by who they are, 
—their ancestry. It means much to have inherited 
good blood, though it adds greatly to one’s responsi- 
bility, for your blood isn’t as good as your fathers’ 
unless you make it better. And its goodness doesn’t 
depend on its being traceable, and its being traceable 
doesn’t make it good. 

There is a happily increasing number who say the 
treasure is in what you are,—your character. They 
think this is the finest gold. And it certainly is finer 
than any of the others, It is a gold to be sought for, 
and carefully refined, and stored up. Yet, is it the 
finest gold ? $ 

Some have found that there is yetrarer gold. They 
say the finest 9 is in whose you are,—your chief 
relationship. he bride is absorbed with whose she 
is.—his to whom she has given her heart. This is 
her great treasure on the glad bridal day, that she is 
another's, 

Sometimes one passes through stages in his experi- 
ence corresponding to these first five answers, and 
then he comes slowly—usually very slowly, and with 
a good bit of reluctance—to admit a discovery he has 
made; this—that he is chiefly asinner. This is the 
trait that stands out biggest to his opening eyes. 
His chief asset—the thing he has most of—proves a 
liability. Of himself strictly and alone he is badly 
bankrupt in character, very poor, even though pos- 
sessing what is commonly reckoned wealth, and in 
learning and achievement, but— 

There is a redeeming ‘‘but”—he has a Friend, 
whose friend he is, to whom he has yielded his will 
and heart, a Saviour-Friend, who cleans up the trou- 
blesome sin-score, covers up the blunders, breathes 
powers and possessions into a new life, fills the heart 
with his own spirit of matchless tender love, and 
graciously reaches through him in helpful touch with 
others. And so he comes to reckon this his treasure, 
—whose he is. 

But this discovery comes only through getting a 
real glimpse of the real Christ. Sometimes it comes 
very late. Itis a peculiar fact, attested by a wealth 
of reliable ‘i that as one gets into the real 
preseuce of Christ certain values shrink badly—pos- 
sessions, learning, —s of achievement, ancestry, 
even character. is friendship is reckoned the 
treasure, that doesn’t shrink nor slip nor fail when 
the pinching test of life’s need comes. 

Your treasure locates your heart. If possessions. 
your heart is in a bank-book or a safety-vault ; if 
achievement or knowledge or character, your heart 
is set upon yourself ; if ancestry, it is in the past, in 
the graveyard ; if in your Friend, whose you are, 
your heart is fixed in Him. And this adjusts the 
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other values. You hold your possessions true to their 
erases use your abilities for the best, remember grate- 
ully your debt to your ancestry, remember humbly 
the victories of character you may have won ; but 
ur heart is with your Friend, and his controlling 
uch refines the other gold. 

A simple incident is told of a man prominent in the 
American business world, of fine old family, rare en- 
dowment physically, mentally, and in training, whose 
life achievement has its lasting monument built big 
into the structure of one of the world’s greatest cities. 
But his prodigious tasks brought him to the ebb of 
his strength, and then he became conscious of fac- 
tors he had not reckoned on, and standards of value 
he had not ized. The humble employee whose 
counsel he sought brought him in touch with Christ. 
Then came the radical readjustment of values. And 
then the simple, frank, pathetic sentence from the 
giant’s lips: ‘‘I have spent my strength on the sec- 
ondary things.” The true adjustment had bee 
reached, but life and strength were spent. ; 

Are your values readjusted to standard yet ? 


New York City. 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HE connection of this lesson with what precedes 
is obvious. While the latter part resembles 
.passages in the Sermon on the Mount, these 

sayings were probably repeated on this occasion. 
—Autumn of A. D, 28, on the day of the dis- 
course in parables. 
Place.—Probably in or near Capernaum. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 13.—Bid my brother divide the inheritance 
with me: The man was not a disciple, but an ordi- 
nary listener. His request may have been suggested 
by our Lord’s declaration about providential care, or 
by the notion that the Messiah would set all things 
right. Evidently he felt that his brother had 
wronged him, but in what way is not stated. 

Verse 14.—Man: Inatone of reproof.— Who made 
me a judge ?—Our Lord explicitly declines to inter- 
fere in a purely secular matter. Compare Exodus 2: 
14, where Moses is reproached for such interference. 
But Moses was-to be the founder of a temporal com- 
monwealth, while our Lord was to establish a‘spirit- 
ual kingdom. 

Verse 15.—Zake heed, and keep ein rom 
all covetousness ; Covetousness of every kind, and 
it is implied that this man had some form of this sin. 
No form is more dangerous than that which listens 
to Christ only to use him as a helper in the increase 
of wealth.—or a man’s life consisteth not : The mar- 
ginal rendering is more exact ‘‘for even in a man’s 
abundance his life is not from the things which he 

ossesseth.” This is true of earthly life, as the fol- 
owing parable shows; but it is also true of life in the 
higher sense, as verse 21 suggests. 
erse 16.—A faradle: Usually a fictitious, though 
probable, narrative of a course of action teaching a 
spiritual lesson.—Zhe ground of acertainrichman: 
The external incidents in this parable are probable, 
and also the man’s state of mind. 

Verse 19.—/ wil/ say to my soul: **Soul” is the 
same Greek term rendered ‘‘ life’”’ in verse 15. Here 
the man is represented as communing with himself, 
and ‘‘soul” is almost equivalent to ‘‘ self.” The man 
is not represented as having ill-gotten wealth, but 
he was mistaken in thinking of ‘‘my grain and my 
goods”’ as solely his own; alsoin deeming them ‘‘laid 
up for many years,” and in his purpose to take his 
ease. 

Verse 20.—/s thy soul required of thee: ** They 
require” is literal, but, as ‘*they” is not expressed 
in Greek, the above rendering gives the proper sense. 
This form of predicting death is suggested by the 
use of ‘‘soul” in verse Ig. 

Verse 21.—Rich toward God; Not only regarding 
wealth as the gift of God, and using it for the benefit 
of others, but possessing true wealth, ‘‘ a treasure in 
the heavens” (v. 33), spiritual possessions. 

Verse 22.— Unio his disciples : What follows is ad- 
dressed to them.—Be not anxious: More exact than 
‘*take no thought,” which is misleading. Anxfety 
for food and raiment is forbidden. 

Verse 24.—Ravens: Wild birds best represent 
God’s care over them. z 

Verse 25.—A cubit: About eighteen inches. To 
add this to one’s stature would be a great thing. But 
to add that much to one’s life, regarded as measured 
off, would be a comparatively small matter. 

Verse 26.— The rest: All other things about which 
anxiety might arise. 

Verse 27.—T7he lilies : The wild flowers of Pales- 
tine are numerous, and often splendid in appearance. 
—Solomon in all his glory: The magnificence sur- 


, rounding Solomon was proverbial among the Jews. 


Verse 28.—J/s cast into the oven: Withered grass 
and flowers were used as fuel in the East. 

Verse 29.—Seék not:.This prohibition is to be in- 
terpreted in accordance with verse 22.—Be ye of 
doubiful mind: The Greek term is derived from 
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** metear.” Hence some interpret it as referring to 
excessively high demands. Others explain: do not 
be fluctuating, tossed between hope and fear. This 
suits the context better than the former view. 

Verse 30.—TZhe nations of the world: Matthew, 
** the Gentiles.” But the reference here is probably 
to — in general, contrasted with the dis- 
ciples. 

erse 31.—His kingdom: Better attested than 
**the kingdom of God.” It here refers to the new 
rule of righteousness Christ was to establish on the 
earth.—Zhese things shall be added unto you: 
** All” is not well su . “These things” must 
be limited by God’s will. There is probably no sug- 
gestion that all the things sought after by the na- 
tions of the earth were to be given to Christians. 

Verse 32.—Zo "So you the kingdom: Here ‘the 
kingdom” probably includes the final victory of this 
kingdom, in which believers shall share. 

erse 33.—Sel/ that which ye have: The precept 
of this verse applied literally to the Twelve, and in 
many instances to others, as in the case of the rich 
oung man (Mark 10:21). The principle is: As 
Goa provides so bountifully, use his bounty for 
others. Thus you will make for yourselves purses 
which wax not old, This represents the true riches, 
as verse 34 shows. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


** Full Automatic.” —J/an, who made me... divider 
over you? (v. 14). God did not send Jesus to be a 
referee or a divider ci property. Or to conduct a 
business enterprise. Jesus came as an adjuster, to 
regulate the hearts of men so that worldly operations 
should be in unison with the currents of heaven. 
And worldly operations should go perfectly and auto- 
matically. Do you get it? If brother loves brother 
truly, the estate can always be settled without law- 
yers, judge, and jury. And John’s wife ‘‘ speaks” 
on to Henry’s wife. This is an automatic age. We 
press the button and the thing is done. When you 


ere in Christ, everyones I oes of itself. The real - 
b 


Christian keeps the Sa , obeys the laws, loves 
his neighbors, helps the needy just as spontaneously 
as he eats his dinner. His hand finds his pocket 
whether there is much or little in it, just as naturally 
as the spoon finds his mouth. Infact, the man whom 

esus regulates and adjusts to the motions of heaven 
is the most automatic organism ever on earth (Acts 
17: 28; Prov. 4: 23). 


The Reai Rich.—A man’s life consisteth not in the 


abundance of the things which he possesseth (v. 15). 
A rich infidel said, ‘‘ There is not a word in the Bible 
Ican believe.” ‘Oh, yes, there is,” was the reply of 
Mr. Moody; ‘*‘try Galatians 6:7."" If a rich man 
should say that to me, I’d give him this passage. No 
one knows the hollowness, the emptiness, the life- 
lessness, the disappointment of wealth like the man 
who has lots of it. A man to be happy must have 
wealth plus. ‘If I had a fortune I'd never worry.” 
And when the fortune is won, like as not the man 
finds a worry with its claws on every dollar. The 
*‘lifiest” folks 1 know in Coatesville swing up and 
down First Avenue with tin dinner-pails, a yellow 
envelope on Saturdays, and Bible class for Sunday. 
Drop in and see us some day, and let me show you 
how Jerry Fraser and the rest live in their Gardens 
of Eden up yonder on the hillside. These are the 
splendid fellows with strong bodies, good appetites, 
happy hearts, jobs, snug homes, who sleep 
soundly when the boss and his millions walks the 
floor with the colicky business over his shoulder 
(1 Thess, 4: 11, 12; 1 Tim. 6: 17-19), E 


Build On.—/ wi// full down my barns, and build 
greater (v. 18). Is it wrong for a man to strive— 
and arrive? Js prosperity asin? Shall not the far- 
mer inténsify his farming, and raise bigger crops 
than the old lars will hold? Shall the manufacturer 
build a new wing to the factory? And the doctor 
buy an auto to attend to his growing practise? Just 
read it over again and note pronoun, and you will see 
what is the matter. From whom the crops, from 
whom the business, from whom the skill? Give God 
the glory. Give God the prosperity. You are the 


prosperous man in town. The ‘‘leading citizen,” - 
with your acres or your mills or your stores, The. 


man up to whom all the young fellows instinctively 
look and whose lives you influence, Whose side are 

ouon? God’s or Satan’s? On the side of God who 

as ‘blessed you or on the side of the Devil who would 
(and perhaps will) trip you? If you can stand with 
Prosperity in your hand and Praise in your mouth, 
you are just exactly as God would have you. Leé 
the barn-building go right on (Deut. 28: 12; Psa. 
112: 3; Prov. 8: 18). 


- The Recipe.— Soul, ... take thine ease (v. 19). He 
was ‘‘ now ready to live.” It is a dangerous piece of 
business for any man who has ‘made his pile” 
with heaven’s blessing of health, head, and oppor- 
tunity, to move up on Easy Street and play the ‘‘ ex- 
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clusive.’’ Just the very time to get down on 
Helpful Avenue and rub up hard against the 
burden-bearers (Matt. 25 : 41-46). Real 
rest and happiness is found next to God and 
men. If Mr. Bigbarns is a city man, the 
rescue missions can use him and bless him. 
If he is a countryman, he can be the termi- 
nus of a Paradise Special. And talk about 
fun! ‘The happy man of brains, heart, and 

ocket-book can make himself great and 
blessed in a thousand ways, and pass the 
days on ‘‘ flowery beds of ease.’’? Encourage 
the struggling good things. Help promising 


and ambitious boys to an education, Look 
after the lonely and friendless, Cheer the 
workers for righteousness, Men make 


money, retire, and soon die, ‘* Too bad, he 
had just gotten where he could live,’’ say the 
neighbors at the funéral, To retire, rest, 
and live on, just join the Basket Band, the 
Boosters’ Brigade, and live forever! (Deut. 
6:2; 1 Tim, 6: 18; see dictionary). 


Real Tears.— Cod said unto him, Thou 
foolish one (v. 20). What Mr. Bigbarn said 
and what God said. The man said, ‘‘ Easy.’’ 
God said, **Fool.’’ And every Sunday- 
school class in the land can easily prove God is 
tight simply by taking the neo iy As 
1 write this note, the great Titanic has recently 
gone down with its many millionaires, and a 
thousand editors are pouring out the editor- 
jals, and ten thousand letters are being 
printed. I am watching what the world 
thinks, I am looking for tears. I find an 
ocean of them for the plain men of the or- 
chestra who went to their death playing 
** Nearer, my God, to thee.’”’ Mr, Stead 
who has always lived down by the side of the 
road has a page which is crinkled where the 
tears have dropped. And this wise old world, 
after all, comes at the last to measure men 
with the standards of heaven. If heaven 
calls you **a fool,’’ sooner or later your own 
set will do the same (Psa. 14:13 Jer. 17; 11). 


COATESVILLE, PA. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist inthe con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year’s lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


The Cost.—Xcep yourselves from all covet- 
eusness (v. 15). Caroline, Queen of George 
II, lived in St. James Palace, and thought 
that the adjoining St, James Park, belonging 
to the public, would make a nice palace 
ground. She asked the prime minister, Sir 
Robert Walpole, what it would cost to shut 
it up and make it a royal garden. ‘‘Oh, a 
trifle, madam,’’. answered the cynical pre- 
mier, ‘*A trifle, Sir Robert,’? answered the 
queen ; ‘‘I know better, It will cost much, 
but I wish you to tell me the cost as near as 
you can guess.’’ ‘* Why, madame, I believe 
the whole will cost but three crowns,’’ re- 
joined the prime minister, looking her calmly 
in the face. The queen, seeing that Sir 
Robert meant the crowns of England, Ire- 
land, and Scotland, answered, ‘‘ Then I will 
think no more about it.’”” The awful cost of 
covetousness is very often, not only human 
life and earthly honor and position, but 
eternal life and heavenly crowns.—/ay H. 
Fleckenstine, Avis, Pa. The prise for this 
week has been awarded to this tllustration. 


After the Riches Had Gone.—4A man’s 
life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth (v. 15). The chil- 
dren of a certain family, during its pros- 
perity, were left in the nursery in charge of 
servants, When adversity came the ser- 
vants were discharged, and the parents lived 
with the little ones. One evening, when 
the father had returned home after a day of 
anxiety and business worry, his little girl 
clambered upon his knee, and, twining her 
arms around his neck, said: ‘* Papa, don’t 
get rich again. You did not come into the 
nursery when you were rich, but now we 
can come around you, and get on your knee 
and kiss you. Don’t get rich again, papa.’’ 
—Mrs. R. W. Lowe, Delevan, N. Y. From 
Sabbath Reading. 


The Death Power of Riches.—Sou/,. .. 
take thine ease (v. 19). In acertain district 
of Germany a custom prevails based on the 
assumption that the dead are not really so, 
and that if only they can be aroused to make 
an effort the deep lethargy will be thrown 
off, and they will again take their place with 
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whispers into the ear of the corpse beseech- 
ing words, entreating the sleeper to bestir 
himself and come forth, But there is no re- 
sponse; the eye remains glazed, the limbs 
frozen, the lips silent. It is much the same 
when we appeal to men and women who 
have lived the’ worldly life. It is like ap- 
pealing to the dead, twice dead. —J/rs. J. S. 
Cowan, Attica, N. Y. From W. L. Wat- 
hinson’s ** Studies in Life and Experience.”’ 


The Greatest Creditor. — Zhou foolish 
one (vy. 20). Bishop Weaver once told this 
story : ‘*One day when at church the deacon 
called on an Irishman for some money for 
missionary purposes, He excused himself, 
but the deacon urged him to give. The 
Irishman said he must pay his debts first, 
and then he would give. The deacon re- 
minded him that he owed the Lord a great 
deal and ought to pay him. He answered, 
‘Faith, deacon, I know it; but then he 
don’t crowd me like my other creditors.’ ’’ 
—Madge M. Sachs, Towanda, lil, From 
** Our Bishops.”’ 


Wat Dr. Johnson Thought.— 7/is night 
ts thy soul required of thee (v. 20). When 
Garrick showed Dr. Johnson his fine house, 
gardens, statues, pictures, etc., at Hampton 
Court, what ideas did they awaken in the 
mind of that great man? Instead of a flat- 
tering compliment which was expected, 
**Ah, David, David,’’ said the doctor, 
** these are the things which make a death- 
bed terrible!’"—Mary E. Watson, Hart- 
ford, Conn. From The .Sunday School 
Chronicle. 


How Much Did He Leave ?—7%e things 
which thou hast prepared, whose shall they 
be ? (v. 20.) ‘** How much did he leave ?”’ 
asked one, referring to a millionaire who 
had just died. ‘‘ Every cent,’’ was the re- 
ply.—Zmma C. Fisk, Boonville, N.Y. From 
** Come Ye Apart,’’ by J. R. Miller. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister 
of the Anglo-American Congregation 
in Beyrout 


EACHER, did my brother divide the in- 
heritance with me (v. 13). The ap- 
peal was to Christ as a teacher of the 

law which dealt with property claims as well 
as with spiritual duties. The rabbi who 
could silence the casuistical Pharisees was 
sure to find a way of enforcing or escaping 
from the statutes of the Mosaic law. It was 
all-that he cared to obtain from Christ. In 
the East bitter resentment and prolonged 
lawsuits often arise over matters of family 
inheritance. Often as the communion sea- 
son comes round in the native Protestant 
Church a member declines to come to the 
Lord’s table of peace and discipleship be- 
cause he cannot give up his feeling of hatred 
towards an unscrupulous relative. The story 
is told of a man who brought to the Moslem 
kadi or judge a charge against his brother of 
having seized upon more than his proper 
share of the joint inheritance. The defend- 
ant contended that his brother’s share was 
quite as good ashis, ‘* Very well,” said the 
magistrate, ‘* exchange and quit.’’ 

A man's life consisteth not, etc.(v.15), There 
are many Oriental proverbs on this point, 
The prosperous man puts his methods above 
criticism, as having the divine approval. 
‘s Prosperity is from God.’’ For the day of 
loss there is a proverb of consolation, ‘* The 
present world is appointed to pass away.’’ 
Another, in the form of a punning epigram, 
says, ‘* J/-ma/ méi,’’ where the same word 
first means wealth, and secondly, the fact 
of departing and disappearing, ‘* Wealth is 
fugitive.’? The price that has sometimes to 
be paid for greatness and display is thus 
stated: ‘* Better bread and cheese in peace 
than stuffed fowl with care and strife.’’ 

All my grain and my goods(v. 18). Chiefly 
barley, wheat, Indian corn, beans, lentils, 
and the straw belonging to such produce. 

Thou foolish one (v. 20) About this 
easily forgotten truth, the weakness of the 
human factor, an Arabic proverb gives warn- 
ing in terms of high philosophy, ‘‘ Birth is 
the Angel of Death.’’ 

So clothe the grassin the field (v. 28). 
That is, any vegetable growth of uncultivated 
land, chiefly thorn bushes and the beautiful 
blue and yellow thistles and any tufts of weed 
and coarse grass that have not been eaten by 
the sheep and goats. 





the living. ‘To this end a surviving friend 


e 


What ye shalleat, awd whatyeshall drink 


' (¥. 29). 


The Arabic symbol of sufficiency 
is confined to the bare necessaries of bread 
and water. A rhyming proverb says, ‘* //- 
khitbezr makhbiiz, wa'l ma’ bil ktz’’ (** the 
bread is baked and the water is in the cruse ’’), 
A treasure... that faileth not (v. 33). 
Similarly the Arabic proverb: ‘The gar- 
ment of goodness never fades,’’ 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypr. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 

O RECORDS tell the time and place of 
Jesus’ words about the stupidly short- 
sighted materialism which r s 
money as the greatest thing in the world. 
The sayings recorded by Luke were proba- 
bly part of the Perean campaign. There 
were, nineteen hundred years ago, various 
east-of-Jordan towns where (we may reason- 
ably assume) the Master spent some time. 


One was at the place where our map shows 
the number 9. A town to-day occupies a 
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67 cents. (Less than four in one order are 20: 
cents each. Stereoscopes, 85 cents each. Post- 
age or express will be prepaid on all orders for 
stereographs or stereoscopes. Address The 
Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
APrayer Before the Lesson.—Forgive us, 


our Father, forever at any time relying upon 
what we have more than upon what thou art. 
Forgive our anxieties, our struggle for things 
that do not last ; our blindness to the fact that 
thou knowest our needs, and art ready to sup- 
ply them. Show us how to take more time for 
that quiet communion with thee in which we 
may discern with unhindered clearness the 
great truth of thy care for us. ‘Thou art ever 
seeking to give us so much more and so much 
better than the fulfilling of our futile struggles ' 
after vain, useless things. Take away our anx- 
ieties, we pray thee, and may our trust be in 
thee. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Let us thiak quietly 
for a moment about what it is in which we 
really trust. Are we relying upon the bank 
account for daily provision? Are we think- 
ing that we must have this or that comfort in 
order to be at our best? Are we depend- 
ing upon a loved friend whose absence 
would leave us entirely bewildered and al- 
most helpless? You do not need to answer 
me aloud, but let us ask ourselves frankly, 
‘*Ts our trust really in God, or in some one 
or in something that may be removed at any 
time?’’ Think for a moment of God’s ways 
with the living things about us. They lack 
for nothing in his plan. Are we to suppose 
that he is less careful about us? Let us 
often ask ourselves this question, and may it 
have only-one answer : 





TRUSTING IN WHOM? 
THE FATHER KNOWETH YOUR NEED 
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portion of the old site, but it is poor, dirty 
and commonplace. We ourselves will take 
a position a few minutes’ walk from the 
modern town, and face northward as those 
spreading lines indicate. 

We stand on a grassy ridge of pasture 
ground, looking down over. a gently round- 
ing valley and across to the gradual slopes 
of some bare brown hills. It is a deserted, 
lonely place. And yet we know this must 
once have been a center of busy lite long, 
long ago. We can see for ourselves frag- 
ments of ancient stone buildings standing 
here and there in the sunshiny silence of the 
valley. A group of tall pillars on a knoll 
ahead at the left shows where a splendid 
pagan temple used to rise, conspicuous. 
Other pillars, set in two parallel rows (now 
incomplete) indicate part of the line of a 
stately avenue, Most striking of all, the 
semicircular outline of what was once a pub- 
lic forum or market ‘* square’? is still marked 
by a noble colonnade. Lofty columns of 
stone, set several feet apart, are so connected 
with each other at the top as to form an airy 
wreath of mason-work. The wreath is 
broken here and there, but still perfect 
enough to show with what monumental 
beauty it enclosed the town’s chief meeting- 
place. There men used to gather to trans- 
act business or to talk over the political and 
commercial gossip of the day. 

In the time of Christ the town here was 
one of the richest and most showily splendid 
of the Greco-Roman cities of the Desasote 
The leading men here (the men for whom 
temples and theaters.and luxurious club- 
houses were built) were pagans who made 
fortunes through trade in grain, oil and goods 
imported by caravans from farther east, or 
who amassed riches by ‘‘pulls’’ with the 
Roman government as tax collectors. A 
good many Hebrews lived here too. Many 
had made journeys to Galilee to hear Jesus’ 
teachings (Mark 4:25). In some of those 
Hebrews the possibility of spiritual life was 
being killed out by the contagious fever to 
**get rich quick.’”’ The passion for money 
was in the air. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘Jerash in 
Gilead’’; most extensive ruins east of 
Jordan. 


Forty-eight places will be visited this year. 
The forty-eight stereographs cost $8.00, and, if 
thvy are all ordered at one time, 4 cloth-bound. 
gold-lettered case is = free. ‘Twelve places 





Underneath the question I have written 
just a few words that may constantly remind 
us that we are not forgotten, and that God 
does not in the least overlook us. Let us 
commit ourselves now to him in faith and 
quiet trust as we pray. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** All to Jesus I surrender "’ 
** I'm but a stranger here "’ 
- per calls us, o'er the tumult."’ 
rd, for to-morrow and its needs.”’ 
** More love to thee, O Christ."’ 
‘* My hope is built on nu thing less." 
**O Jesus. I have promised.”’ 
** When I survey the wondrous cross.”’ 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 37 : 1-7 (76:1, 3. 5)- 
Psalm 49 : 6-12 (103 : 1, 4, 6, 10). 
Psalm 16 : 1-11 (26: 1-3). 
Psalm 73 : 1-28 (152 : 1-4). 
Psalm 39 : 1-8 (82 : I, 4, 5-7)- 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 


Fifty-two informal little nature talks are being 
given in this column for the use of teachers of 
the younger children, or for parents on Sunday 
in the home. Designed tobe used in the mid- 
dle of the opening service in the Sunday- 
school, they should be given without introduc- 
tion, and followed possibly by e “song that 
fits,” or a word of prayer. The teacher need 
not follow closely the order of the talks, but 
should fit some to the weather or other local 
conditions, and omit, supplement, or adapt 
others. The talks may be simplified for still 
younger children, or elaborated for the Juniors. 


9. Where Dot First Found Spring 


OW many of you have been looking for 
things this week that would tell you 
spring had come? What did you 


find? (Ailow a bare mention.) 


Let me tell you a true story of where a 
little girl found spring when she could not 
even go out of doors. She had had fever, and 
had to stay in, though she could run about 
the house. 





wilt be described. the lessons of this first 
quarter > cést; $2.00.The four fom Marchi atone, 


Oné morning she went down to the cellar 
to get some potatoes and onions for her 
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mother to make salad, and when she brought 
them up out of the dark there were long 
green sprouts coming out of them. 

‘* What are these ?”’ she cried. 

‘* Why, they are trying to grow,’’ said the 
mother. ‘* Even down in the cellar they 
know itis getting to be time, and they are 
doing their best; but they ave whitish and 
sickly-looking because they don’t get sun 
and fresh air. You know God made both 
plants and people to use plenty of good air 
and sunshine to keep them w 

**If you could plant that onion outdoors 
those white tops would soon turn green. 
Just so the pale, sickly people who shut 
themselves up in houses and live without 
enough sun and sleep with shut-up windows 
ought to get outside these lovely spring days, 

. or at Jeast open all the doors and windows. 
Now that your fever has gone, Dot, [ want 
you to bundle up and take a run in the gar- 
den before dinner.’”’ 

Don’t you know that little girl was glad 
to get outdoors! If you have ever had to 
stay shut up you know how she felt. 

lam hoping you boys and girls will re- 
member as long as you live that God made 
plenty of good air and sunshine—nobody has 
to pay a cent for it—and he wants us to use 
it. We must if we don’t want to get — 
like the potatoes and onions in Dot’s cellar. 


‘BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—Study through verse 34, as chil- 

dren are interested in the teachings of 

Jesus about birds and flowers. Use 

the birds as a connecting link with last Sun- 
day’s lesson. 

Review.—What birds did we talk about 
last Sunday? How many of you have 
watched for sparrows during the week? Did 
you; do anything kind for them? (Allow 
only a moment or two for responses.) What 
did Jesus say about sparrows? Not one 
falls. to. the ground without your Heavenly 
Father knowing it.. What. did Jesus say. 
about his helpers? (‘* Ye are of more value 
than many sparrows.’’ Sing: ‘*God sees 
the little sparrow fall.’? (See last week’s out- 
line.) 

Lesson Story.—Another time Jesus taught 
about the birds, and the flowers too. It 
happened this way : 

‘* Once on a mountain-side, green and fair, 
Flowers were springing, birds were singing; 
Jesus, our Saviour, was teaching there, 
‘Telling the dear Father's care. 

* Look at the lilies,’ he gently said, 

‘See the pure blossoms of white and red, 

Look at the birds flying overhead, 

‘Trusting the Father's care.’"’ 
(Sacred Songs for Little Singers.) 


° Jesus said, ‘‘ Think about the birds; they 
do not plant nor reap; they have no barns, 
yet God feedeth them. You are of more 
value than the birds’’ (v. 24). - 

Then Jesus said, ‘‘Think how the lilies 
grow; they do not toil nor spin, but look at 
their beautiful bright colors ; even King Sol- 
omon in all his glory was not clothed like 
one of these.’’ 

Children, do the birds and flowers keep all 
of their beauty for themselves, or do they 
give some of it away? A little bird’s song 
travels a long way, and everybody who passes 
a sweet flower not only sees the beautiful 
colors, but what else? Yes, we can smell 
the lovely fragrance or perfume of roses, 
pinks, sweet peas, etc. 

‘* Flowers give to us sweet perfume, 
Birds for others sing their songs, 
We should do our part in giving, 
All we have to God belongs.”’ 
(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Chicago, 25 cts.) 

Lesson Teaching.—Helpers of Jesus want 
to share what they have, 

Jesus told about the birds and flowers be- 
cause some men were near who didn’t want 
to share or divide what theyhad. Jesus to!d 
another story : 

A rich man had a fine farm; the ground 
was so good that it brought forth plentifully, 
—such a big crop of grain, fruits, and other 
good things, that the rich man hardly knew 
what to do with them. He couldn’t use 
them, and he didn’t want to share with the 
poor people, whom he might have helped. 
At first he said, ‘‘ What shall I do, for I 
haven’t room to keep all my goods. After 
thinking it over. he said, ‘* This will I do, I 

will pull down my old barns and_ build 
greater, and there wiil I keep my grain and 


(Luke 12 : 13-34) 





my goods, and I will say, Soul, there is 
enough for many years; take things easy, 
eat, drink, and have a pre time.’’ God 
saw his selfish heart, which would not divide, 
and God said, *‘ You foolish man; to-night 
your soul (or life here) is ended, then whose 
shall those things be, which you have stored 
away?’’ God is not pleased wore. goers 
keep everything for themselves. s and 
flowers share their beauty. 

In a girls’ school in China each girl agreed 
to save part of her rice every day, to share 
with two other Chinese little girls, so that 
they might be kept in the school. They 
were happy in doing this. 

Jesus said to his helpers, ‘If you seek 
God’s kingdom first, you shall be given what 
you need, Your Heavenly Father knows 
what you need. If he feeds the birds and 
cares for the flowers, he will care for you 
‘too,”” 

‘Oh, trust, trust in God, 
‘Trust him all the long day through, 
For he who cares for the birds and flowers, 
Will surely care for you."’ 


On the walls of a Sunday-school room 
hangs the picture of a missionary ship called 
‘* The Morning Star.’’ ‘Two little sisters 
and their brother had each given ten ‘cents 
to help to build that ship. Whenever they 
stopped to-look‘at the picture, one of them 
would say, ‘‘ It’s partly ours, isn’t it, because 
we gave ten cents each.’? Those children 
felt happy, like. those other children, who 
brought ten cents to pay for a brick in their 
new church. — Jesus said, ‘‘ Where your 
treasure is, there will yoar heart be also.’’ 

Tell me what you think about these little 
girls: 

** One little girl had-no doll at all, 

And one little girl had two ; 
If you were the girl with two pretty dolls, 
What do you think you'd do?"’ 


Suggest that the children begin to earn 
and save for the Easter offering, that they 
may share with others. 

Hand-work.—Draw or paste on a paper 
a bird or flower, and write the name of some- 
thing which it shares with others. 


CHICAGO, 
2% 
My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


EACH the foolishness of concentrating 
upon other than the des¢ in life. 
Introduction.-—It is always inter- 
esting to read of how ‘*self-made”’ million- 
aires became rich. No two followed ex- 
actly the same course, yet all their stories 
contain a common element. The one way 
in which all are alike is that they began 
early to work and worked and worked, 
worked early and late, denied themselves 
pieasures, and concentrated energy in one 
direction. They were like my little gera- 
nium tree. I want it to be a tall, straight 
tree, so all Jateral branches are pinched off. 
Its concentrated growth must only be in 
height. It isnotatall beautiful now. I hope 
that some day it will be. 
‘The danger in the rich man’s life is that 
with his whole attention centered on wealth, 
he may cut from his life budding aspirations 
to higher, better things than wealth. Why, 
then, is it so important to choose the best 
and highest ideal to follow ? (Memorize Luke 
12: 34.) 
Would you fill your basket with stones 
when apples might have been gathered? 
Or would you have even chosen apples when 
rich treasures might have been gathered ? 
The wise man will always choose—which ? 
Why would it be foolish to spend all our 
time in gathering any but the best treasure ? 
I. 
is of a very rich man who at the same time 


‘| was really poor, because he was foolish in 


his gathering. Did he consider himself 
poor? Was he foolish just because he hap- 
pened to become rich? How did he count 
riches? Where had he obtained them? 
Note that agriculture is one of the finest 
ways of gaining wealth fairly, but it takes 
hard, very hard, work. This man must have 
been a diligent worker. Why? Note that 
had he been as faithful and diiigent and sin- 
cere and interested in the des¢ treasures, his 
name might have been one of the great ones 
in the Bibler 

Now that he has wealth, what is he going 
to do? Why is he so satisfied? Can he 
purchase all that is to be desired with money ? 


The Poor Rich Man.—Our story to-day | 


\ 
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cannot buy. Are these more or less impor- 
tant things ? Whom had this man forgotten ? 
Who plans our future? What was the end 
of this man? Could his wealth save him 
now? Did money save any one on the 
Titanic? A great queen said when dying, 
**Millions of money for one moment of 
time.’’ But it could not be purchased. 

2. How He Was Poor.—How was this 
man really poor? What real ‘‘treasure”’ 
had he none of? Read and mark Colossians 
1:27. What are the advantages of ¢Ais kind 
of treasure? How might he have become 
rich in loving service? Why didn’t he do 
so? Note the fact that lack of time came 
from lack of interest. We can always find 
time in the day to do those things which we 
consider most important. Could there be 
such a thing as a rich poor-man? Paul was 
rich, and he made tents for his living. John 
Wesley’s life was rich, and Luther’s also; 
yet neither had much money, Isn’t it won- 
derful to think that these riches are at our 
hand? We are not compelled to work, 
work, work. Some might not thus be able, 
through weak bodies, to attain it. We do 
not have to travel far, for then some of us 
could not afford it. ‘The ‘‘ Pearl of great 
price,’’ which makes us rich, is ours for the 


taking. 

2, Tet us see why this man was not only 
poor, but absolutely foo/ish. 

(1.) He wasted his life in gathering what 


; was not the best. 


(2.) He depended on his wealth to bring 
life, health, peace, joy, forgiveness, and 
eternal life. 

(3-) He had cut from his life the better 
things to obtain this foolish treasure. 


men and a rich man in God’s kingdom, 

You girls are young; your life is to be 
concentrated upon some aim. What treasure 
are you going to accumulate ? 

You have energy, power, enthusiasm to 
spend in attaining your idéal. 
ideal be Jesus Christ in you? 

You will learn to love what you work for, 
and in what you invest your interest and 
energy, that you will be most deeply anxious 
to prosper and develop. What can you in- 
vest in‘ our'class'or our schoo] ?' ‘Have you 
invested time and thought in the study of 
your Bible? Invest some of your treasure 
of thought upon what Jesus has done for 
you, and your heart will tell you what to do. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson. 


Write the story of this rich man. Tell 
why he was poor and why he was foolish. 

Read for our next lesson Luke 12 : 35-49. 
Memorize Luke 12 : 37. - 

How do men look when awaiting some 
important visitor or inspector? How do we 
watch for the Master? What is the reward 
for faithful watching ? 

Does the watchman only give the alarm if 
the thief breaks into-his own home ? 

If the thief alcohol steals young people 
out of homes, and we see him doing it, what 
is our duty? 

Who is it who receives the many stripes ? 

Read Matthew 24: 42-51. What would 
be done with a cat or dog that killed twenty 
of the neighbors’ chickens? How is drink 
worse in its effects? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
% 
Pucker’s * Boy’s-Eye View’ 
dy the Rev. William O. Rogers 


OU remember teacher said we could ask 
him the questions this time instead of 


Will that | 





his asking us. When we got there he 
had fixed his chair around on our side of the 


table and our seats on his side. We all sat | 


down that way, and he said each boy should , 


ask one question in his turn. 

Skinny sat atthe end. So he looked at 
the first verse and asked: ‘‘ Who came to 
Jesus?’’ 

‘sSome man in the crowd,’’ answered | 
teacher. Then he went on and explained | 
about the quarrel these two brothers had 
been having over some property, and this 
one thought Jesus might help him to get 
what he thought was his rights. 

** Well, why didn’t Jesus settle the matter 
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‘* What is covetousness?’’ I asked in my 
turn, 

** An itch for more ions,’’ came the 
answer, ‘and you find it in rich and poor, 
boys as well as men.”’ 

** Why is it wrong to want more things ?”’ 
Fred wanted to know, ‘‘ Maybe this man 
needed it.’’ 

“The wrong,” explained teacher, ‘‘is in 
an undue desire, in putting material things 
in the first place. A real life consists of 
something more than mere possessions.” 

** What does it consist of?’’ burst out 
Bulldog. 

**Not things belonging to us,’’ replied 
teacher, ‘* but qualities becoming part of us; 
faith, honor, purity, and above all, love. 
The more of these a man has the greater his 
life, but often more money or land means a 
narrower, stingier existence. Who really 
lived the most,”’ he went on, ‘‘ Russell Sage 
or D, L. Moody ??’’ 

Right here he pulled out the lesson picture 
and passed it around, He said it was the 
site pf a prosperous city in Jesus’ day in 
Perea where Jesus was at the time of this 
lesson. Ile pointed out the pillars of a 
heathen temple way up in the left-hand 
corner, and down in the middle was a lot of 
arches around in acircle. Teacher said it 
was all that remained of their public market, 
‘Then he pointed out lots of other stones and 
ruins that showed it must have been a rich 
and prosperous city in its day, Teachersaid 
it is a fit emblem of a life founded on ma- 
terial prosperity, only ruins left. 

Then we came to the story of the poor 
rich man. We had teacher read it, same as 


,he would have had us do if he had been 
(4.) He missed being one of God’s noble- | 


teaching the lesson, 

** Was it wrong for this man to raise big 
crops and take care of them?’ asked Carl, 
looking puzzled. 

‘*Oh, no,’’ said teacher, ‘Every man 
ought to do his best in his business, so he 
doesn’t neglect the more important things, 
but this man acted as if there was nothing 
else except crops and money.’’ 

‘* Aren't what we eat and wear. necessi- 
ties, and don’t we have to live ?’’ came from 
Bert. P 

For answer teacher pulled out an old bat- 
tered tin-pan about like a dish-pan, He 
said his uncle used it to pan out gold within 
Alaska, ‘*Doesn’t a gold miner have to 
have a pan, and doesn’t he have to use it?” 
he asked, smiling. 

** Yes,’’ ventured Bert, ‘‘ he has to have 
it to get the gold out with, that’s all,’’ 

**Ah,”’ exclaimed teacher, ‘‘then the 
gold is the main thing, and not the pan, 
Just so the necessities of life are not the most 
important matter, only tools. The trouble 
with this foolish man in the lesson was that 
he trusted in the tools instead of using them 
to pan out the gold of noble character.”’ 

He told the story of a boy he knew who 
had a box of tools for a Christmas present, 
But he never made anything with them, just 
lugged them around all day, and even took 
them to bed with him at night, ‘Teacher 
said that is like the man in the lesson, and 
like every one else who puts the things of 
this world first. 

** But what does it mean where it says, 
‘Take no thought for your life what ye shall 
eat'?’’ spoke up Bumps. ‘*‘ Can’t we plan 
any?”? 

**And is it wrong to put money in the 
bank and save up for old age ?’’ putin Fred. 

Then teacher showed us in his revised 
Bible where it says, ‘‘Be not anxious for 
your life.”’” He said it meant just what we 
had been talking about, not to make these 
things our main care. He read verse 23 to 
us, where it says the ‘life is more than 
meat.’’ ‘*Let your main business be the 


| making, not of a living, but of a life.’’ he 


was saying when the ‘ell rang. He turned 
around and put it on the blackboard, like 
this: 





THE | [Pf 18 GREATER THAN THE LIVING 











| and then we had to quit. 


For next time the questions are: Explain 
girding the loins. What kind of lamps did 
they use? Describe a Bible wedding. What 
were the second and third watch? Why 


one way or the other? ’’ asked Bumps, who.| does it. say a house was broken through 


sat next. ‘* He surely knew which ought to | 
have had it.’’ 


instead of broken into? When does Jesus 
say he will come? What difference does it 


‘‘The. answer js in verse 15,’ explained make whether we believe Jesus will or wili 


teacher. 


** Jesus saw that the more property | ot come 


ain? That last one is mine, and 


this man had the worse off he would be, for , | guess I shall have to ask mother. 
Name some things he will need which money ' he was covetous.”’ 


West Terre Haute, INnp. 
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Trust in Riches and in God 


HERE seems to be a close conneciion 
between this and the preceding sec- 
tion, though at the same time we see 

the remarkable contrasts among the hearers 
of Christ ; some showing interest, others in- 


difference, and yet others hostility. Verses 
13-21 are found in Luke only, and verses 22- 
34 are an application to the disciples. Verses 
22-31 are found in the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matt, 6 : 25-33), the teaching being pretty 
certainly repeated, For this subject see 
Stevens and Burton’s ‘‘ Harmony,’’ section 
95: Riddie’s ‘* Harmony,”’ section 54, and 
footnote 4; and Croscup’s **Charts,’’ sec- 
tion 61, and footnote; Stirling’s ‘+ Atias,”’ 
page 21, No, 12. 


Daily Studies 


Monday.—Read verse 13. Prompted ap- 

arently by what had been said, the man 
interposed with this request. It is not quite 
certain whether the appeal was a just one or 
not, though verse 15 seems to suggest some- 
thing wrong. Why should he ask for the 
property to be divided? Was he desiring 
more than his share, or had his brother seized 
it wrongfully? There was really no need to 
appeal, for the law was quite clear and open 
to him. Perhaps he thought that Jesus 
Christ would enable him to get his way 
witliout cost and so win his case. To him 
— Christ was only like a good lawyer, 

ut saying ‘‘ Teacher’? did not make him a 
disciple, any more than association to-day 
with a church or Sunday-school for one’s 
own advantage is'a necessary proof of godli- 
ness, 

Tuesday,—Read verses 14, 15. Christ in 
his address indirectly rebukes him and re- 
fuses to be either the public judge or the 
private arbitrator ; or else either the one who 
pronounces sentence or the one who executes 
it, Why did Christ thus refuse? Because 
his work was ‘altogether different (see John 
18 : 36.) Religion is to politics as the air to 
the house. There are two ways of dealing 
with men, external and internal. To touch 
conditions is to leave men as before ; to deal 
with causes is to transform them. To the 
people around, Christ warned against covet- 
ousness, ‘Ihis suggests the man’s secret 
motive. Life in its reality does not consist 
of what we possess, but in what we are. 


Wednesday.—Read verses 16-19. In this 
story of the ‘‘ rich fool’’ we have the course 
of covetousness depicted, 1. The first stage 
is prosperity (v. 16); the man did not gain 
anything wrongly, the sin came after gain- 
ing. It is not a sin to have, but only to 
hoard, 2. The next stage is selfishness (vs. 
17, 18). The man soliloquises. He is faced 
with a difficulty, but he does not consult any 
one. Observe the remarkable emphasis on 
I? and ‘**my.’’ Everything is judged from 
his own standpoint. He never thinks of the 
hungry or the poor, but uses what has been 
called ‘the devil’s pronoun,’’ which shuts 
out both God andhis brother. Those around 
him might regard him as prudent and enter- 
prising, an influential citizen, an example of 
**getting on.’’ But he had invested his pos- 
sessions in the wrong place, and had quite 
overlooked the great principle of ** He that 
hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto Je- 
hovah, and his good deed will he pay him 
again’’ (Prov. 19: 17). 3. The next stage 
is worldliness (v. 19). His only prospect is 
long life in ease and comfort, but the idea 
was utterly absurd, for he consulted only the 
comfort of his body and thought nothing 
whatever about his soul. The height of ab- 
surdity is seen in his thought that his ‘‘ soul ”’ 
could ‘‘eat’’ and be satisfied. 

Thursday.—Read verses 20, 21. The out- 
come of covetousness is now shown. The 
man is classed with fools (v. 20). In spite 
of his sagacity this is his real name ; the only 


_. time in the Gospels where our Lord uses this 


epithet of a man, It is particularly interest- 
ing to observe the use of ‘‘ fool’’ in the Old 
Testament especially in Psalms and Proverbs 
(Psa. t4 : 1), where it always means one who 
is morally as well as intellectually ignorant, 
one who will not understand. This ‘rich 
fool ’’ was then cut off from life (v. 20). He 
had thought of years and yet could not reckon 
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on one night (see Psa, 49 : 17), and he re- 
mains poor for eternity (v. 21). He left all 
behind, and what he had taken (himself) was 
not worth anything. 


Friday, —Read verses 22-30. Christ often 
used general circumstances for special mes- 
sages to his disciples. Observe the force of 
‘*therefore.’’ He wished to give them an 
antidote to the grasping spirit just mentioned. 
‘The key-word of the whole passage is ‘‘ so- 
licitude,’’ and to-day our subject is ‘‘ Vain 
Solicitude.’’ In what respects is solicitude 
vain? 1. Because of the nature of life (vs. 
22, 23). Anxiety is a fact and very preva- 
lent, but it is really wrong, since it is essen- 
tially the same temper as shown by the ‘rich 
fool,’’ self-consuming care. 2. Because of 
the character of the Creator (vs. 24, 27, 28). 
The references to the birds and the flowers 
are inten:‘ed to illustrate and prove God’s 
providential protection, For the birds he 
provides life, for the flowers beauty, and he 
assures his children of food and raiment, 
because they are ‘*much more’’ import- 
ant and valuable. Observe the reference 
to ‘‘iittle faith,’’ and contrast this with 
other phrases in the Gospels, like ‘no 
faith’? (Mark 4:40); ‘‘great faith’’ (Matt. 
8:10); and ‘faith as a grain of mustard 
seed’’ (Matt. 17:20). 3. Because of the 
uselessness of anxiety (vs. 25, 26). Anxiety 
does not go deep enough, for it cannot add 
at all to our height. It is the opposite of 
foresight and really destroys it, for anxiety 
means foreboding, not foresight, and the more 
we have of the one the less we shall have of 
the other. 4. Because of its pagan charac- 
ter (vs. 29, 30). It casts discredit on God, 
for if he be real and true then there is no 
essential difference between anxiety and 
** A-theism,”’ 


Saturday.—Read verses 31-34. Here we 
are shown the true solicitude which should 
actuate every believer, and we are given rea- 
sons for its exercise: 1, Because it secures 
our present life (v.31). If only we put God 
first we can be sure of everything else. 2. 
Because it assures the future life. Mark the 
three spheres of the believer’s existence here 
indicated; (a) the sheepfold, (4) the home, 
(c) the kingdom. In the first feebleness is 
recognized, in the second fearfulness is for- 
bidden, in the third victory is assured. 3. 
Because it regulates life (v. 33.) If only we 
scatter the result will be increase. When 
God is put first there will always be a balance 
in hand. 4. Because it insures character 
(v. 34). There is a picture in Paris of some 
physicians examining a dead body, and the 
verdict is that death was due to *‘ absence of 
heart,’’ 


Sunday,—Read the entire passage, and 
notice the two parts (vs. 13-21, 22-34). The 
two aspects of covetousness and anxiety 
really come from the same root, the spirit of 
worldliness, an undue concern for the body 
rather than for the soul. ‘Ihe sin of covet- 
ousnress is not at all confined to the wealthy, 
for there may be the love of gain in a poor 
man. Any man is wealthy who finds he has 
more than enough, ‘The essence of covet- 
ousness is the spirit of grasping for more 
while clutching to what one already pos- 
sesses. The root of it is self in everything ; 
self-pleasing, self-thought, self-indulgence, 
self-protection, self-consciousness. The New 
‘Testament is full of warnings against it, and 
it is particularly striking to notice that Paul 
speaks of it as ** covetousness, which is idol- 
atry’’ (Col. 3:5). The only remedy for it 
is the New Testament idea of self-denial, 
which means not denying self certain things, 
but ignoring self, repudiating it and its 
claims. This is only possible as we displace 
self by Christ and crown him as Lord of our 
life. If only we are concerned with and ab- 
sorbed in him, his will, his way, recognizing 
him perpetually, and doing nothing apart 
from him, we shall avoid all covetousness, 
since in all things he will have the pre-emi- 
nence (Col. 1 : 18). This is holiness. 

On the other hand, the believer is liable 
to great anxiety, and here again the expla- 
nation and secret are clear. The original 
of verse 29, ‘* Be ye not of doultful mind,’’ 
is very vivid, and means, ‘** Be not tossed 
about in the open. sea like a boat in the 
offing, while you may and should be an- 


chored safely in the large sheltered haven,” 
(1) Care is like a sea, restless, dangerous, 
and separating. (2) God’s Fatherhood is 
like a harbor, assuring us of his interest, love, 

rotection, and provision oe 3°, 32). (3) 

rust in God is an anchor, strong, safe, 
and peaceful (v. . If, therefore, we 
would avoid vain anxiety we must cultivate 
trust and rest of soul in our Heavenly Father. 


Questions for Additional Study 


1. Christ and wealth is a very important 
problem to-day, occupying the attention 
of many, and calling for careful study. 
Among the many books on the subject, the 
best in my judgment is that just published 
by Professor Clow, ‘**Christ in the Social 
Order’’ (Doran, $1.25). What is needed in 
connection with this question is a careful 
study by one who is at once loyal to the fuil 
New Testament truth and sympathetic with 
modern needs, Those who wish to know 
precisely what our Lord teaches concerning 
wealth, poverty, and present social and 
economic problems should give Dr. Clow’s 
book very serious attention. 


2. The question of self-denial, as ignoring 
self, not denying things to self, is most im- 
portant, A fine discussion will be found in 
Dr. H. Clay Trumbull’s ‘Our Misunder- 
stood Bible’’ (The Sunday School ‘Times 
Co., $1), p. 130. 

3. The whole question of covetousness as 
recorded in the New Testament should be 
carefully observed. A concordance will 
give the passages, and will show the precise 
meaning of the sin which, as already ob- 
served, is as likely to be committed by the 
poor as by the rich. The subject as a whole 
can be looked at in verses 13-21 along these 
lines: (1) the spirit of covetousness (vs. 
13-15); (2) the course of covetousness (vs. 
16-19); (3) the penalty of covetousness 
(vs. 20, 21). 

WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, TORONTO. 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











ANY do not fully realize the peril of 
irregularity. The aim and purpose 
are right, but the prompt and con- 

stant response lacking. Children soon ac- 
quire habits like unto their parents, and 
often the rebuke or quick judgment of the 
parent should be in reality a confession of 
personal guilt, for the sins and errors in our 
children frequently reflect our own experi- 
ence, 

Discipline starts with example, and words 
and precept, to say nothing of commands, 
amount to little save as the child sees the 
consistent leadership of the father or mother. 

But it is worth while paying the price of 
personal sacrifice and discomfort to establish 
and maintain the family altar, It means be- 
ginning the night before, for the determina- 
tion to rise promptly must be carried out 
regularly to have power, Wearied, worn- 
out bodies and brains cannot act with energy 
and promptness the next morning, To begin 
aright one must begin ‘‘the night before.’’ 
** And the evening and the morning were the 
first day.’? This was God’s order, not the 
reverse. 

As family worship becomes irregular, it 
becomes tedious and fretful. If constant 
and expected, it grows to be a matter of 
course, and is taken as such and enjoyed. 
The best time to test this is the present, not 
by advertising your theory, but by quietly 
testing it. 


February 23 to March 1 
Mon.—Luke 12 : 13-34. 
Trusting in Riches and Trusting in God. 

There is such a difference between the 
possession of things and the possession of 
character. A man may be a mere storage- 
house, or he may be a storage battery. He 
may make himself into a safe, or huge lock- 
box, or he may become a paying-teller or a 
veritable clearing-house for God and hu- 
manity. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God for a 
clear mind, wise judgment, alert action. 
Ask him to help in the problems of the day 
just beginning! To help in school with 
lessons, in business, when going from place 
to place on the street, or on the car, or when 
suddenly facing unexpected duties or trying 





conditions. Pray for poise and calmness. 
Jor deliberation and wisdom. 
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Tues.—Psa. 9: 1-14. Safety of the Godly. 

The soul which trusts in God need not 
fear friend nor foe. Knowledge of God is 
all that is required to fully trust him, ‘* They 
that know thy name will, put their trust in 
thee.”” He is not only the refuge of the op- 
pressed, but the strength of the conquering 
who fight for righteousness. 


PRAYER SuGcestions : Thank God for 
his wonderful deeds and works, The mar- 
vels of the Omnipotent are recognized by 
those who think and study. Thank him for 
his unfailing laws, for the constancy of the 
seasons, for light and heat and air and sky 
and growth, Thank him for day and night, 
Sor sleep and food, for joy and sorrow. 
Wed.—Amos 8 : 4-14. 

Riches Hardening the Conscience. 

Those who. long to grow rich to use their 
wealth for God should keep very near to his 
precepts in their ambitions and lives. Many 
a man blessed with success has allowed his 
blessing to dissolve into injury by the attend- 
ant gowth of self-satisfaction and worldly ad- 
vancement, 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: Pray foi gentle- 
ness and grace, for calmness and poise, for 
strength and power, for loyaltyand love, for 
energy and patience, for efficiency and suc- 
cess. Pray that others may be useful and 
blessed, and that no jealousy nor envy may 
ever develop in your soul, - 


Thurs.—Col, 3: 1-17. Seeking Things Above. 

Some one has said, ‘‘If the outlook is bad 
try the uplook.’’ The little bootblacks in 
our cities hang out the sign when it rains, 
** Shine inside.’’ All this‘is a good philoso- 
phy. ‘*Set your affection on things above,’’ 
**Look up.’’ - Sometimes a lonely, silent, 
hidden place is valuable, for it concentrates 
the vision. A man who has fallen into a 
well can only see the sky or stars if he looks 
up. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask the Father 
above to help you count your blessings. 
Make an inventory of Goa’s good gifts to 
you. Forget what you have not as you enu- 
merate what you have. Thank God for the 
rose. before you even tf you never owned ‘'b 


rose-bush,- Ask for a sense of valye in he ? 


enjoyment of the blessings of others. 


Fri.—Psa, 23, The Good Shepherd's Care. 

The sense of security which the sheep feel 
in the shepherd is seen whenever any alarm 
or anxiety occurs, Instinctively they move 
nearer to him and the eye quickly seeks his 
guidance, -and the flock await his order. 
What a shepherd we have! And he is will- 
ing to protect us always. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Children have 
very definite wishes, and ask for very defi- 
nite things. We give them trifling gifts as 
readily as important gifts if we can consist- 
ently, Pray for some of the little things in 
life, for their friends and playmates, for 
their joys and tasks, for school and teachers, 
and for the individual members of the fam- 
ily. 

Sat.—Psa. 37 : 16-26. 
The Righteous Never Forsaken. 

Much of the faithless and complaining 
talk of those who will not believe in God and 
in his Son is the result of their failure to test 
him with sincerity. He does not reveal him- 
self to those who close their eyes at his ap- 
proach. Appreciation prompts belief, and 
love prompts confidence. He never for- 
sakes those who trust and serve him. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask for the joy 
and blessing of contentment. To be satisfied 
is one of the choicest gifts of God. Pray that 
envy may be immediately destroyed; that 
tealousy may turn to sharing another's joy. 
Pray for happy hearts and joyful faces and 
cheerful conversation. . 


Sun.—Psa. 125. Trusting in Jehovah. 

No quality is more valuable than that of 
stability, permanency of character. To know 
where a man stands and what he stands for 
is invaluable. Trust in the Lord gives this 
very guarantee! One ‘’ cannot be moved.’ 
Like Mouut Zion, one * abideth forever.”’ 
When we fail it is because we become self- 
confident, and hence over-confident. There 
can be no over-confidence in trusting in 
Christ. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Thank God for 
the past biessings of life, for godly ancestry. 
for noble parents, devoied friends, whole 
some influences. Thank him for a Chris- 
tian land. for the church of Chrtst : for 
life, liberty, purity, truth, beauty, niusic, 
song, and nature, and as we thank him we 
will be filled with joy. 
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. our feet on the rock in these days of skepti- 





“wait, 





LESSON FOR MARCH I (Luke 12 : 13-34) 





From Dr. J. R. Miller’s Personal Letters 


Selections from fifty or more of the choicest of Dr. J. R. Miller’s intimate 
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letters on soul problems are being published in the Times during 1914. Peo- 

from all over the world sought Dr. Miller’s help on questions about 
their life work, their religious doubts, their deep sorrows, problems of 
Christian service, of home difficulties, of marriage, and a thousand other 


personal concerns, 


Such a surprising range of life interests is 


ered in 


the letters to be published in these columns that a need of your own or that 
of a friend is likely to be met by Dr, Miller’s “ golden pen.” 


8. To One Disturbed About the 
Higher Criticism 


IIAVE your letter, telling me about your 

| anxiety since hearing your sister’s recital 
of her experiences. I feel very sorry 
that she has turned away so completely from 
the faith that but a little while ago made her 
so happy, and inepined to such earnest help- 
fulness and usefulness. I have written her 
very frankly that the things she alleges are 
without foundation, I know all about the 
battle that is going on in Germany, in Eng- 
land, and also in this country concerning the 
person and work of Christ, concerning the 
Bible, both the Old and the New Testament. 
The only way to live happily and to keep 


cism and doubt is to rest upon the great fun- 
damental truths, leaving all the uncertainties 
and-all the questions in the hands of God. 
For some years the Christian world has been 
having a very serious time. I do not know 
how much you know of this, but in Germany 
especially, and also in Great Britain, there has 
been a vast amount of doubting on many 
questions. It has been the effort of certain 
scholars to overturn a large part of the New 
Testament. The great facts of Christianity 
have been disputed, Men are denying the 
resurrection of Christ. ‘Then many are de- 
nying the teaching in Matthew and Luke of 
the Virgin birth. In this country the battle 
ison, Almost all*the religious periodicals, 
especially of the more advanced ones, are 
discussing these questions with a great deal 
of earnestness. I am not afraid of this 
chaotic condition of thought regarding Chris- 
tianity. It is to be expected. The whole 
matter of biblical criticism in the last twenty 
years has tended to unsettle the faith of many 
people, But I am sure that we are coming 
out of it all by and by into what may be 
called a new Christianity,—not new in its 
great facts, but new in its traditional beliefs. 

The safest way, therefore, for you and 
your sister, and for all of us who are not 
able to enter into the discussions of the 
scholars concerning these vital questions, is 
to keep our faith strong and simple concern- 
ing the person of Christ himself, and to cling 
to him with unwavering attachment, leaving 
all matters of particular beliefs and doctrines 
to be settled by and by, as they will ulti- 
mately. be settled without doubt. Even if 
something has to be given up, we need not 
be afraid. The vital thing is that Christ is 
the Son of God, that he came to be the Sav- 
jour of the world, that if we receive him as 
our personal Saviour and rest on him, we 
never shall be disappointed. Thisis enough 
for us to cling to. So long as we hold this 
belief nothing can destroy our faith and con- 
fidence. I have always said to people re- 
garding the things they could not under- 
stand, and also the things they could not 
quite believe, that they are not required 
either to understand or to believe these things 
in order to be saved. If they will simply 
follow Christ as Saviour, Master, Friend, all 
will be well, and these perplexing questions, 
these mysteries, these difficulties of interpre- 
tation and belief, may be left outside en- 
tirely. Some day we shall understand, 
some day we shall know. We can afford to 


Let me advise you simply to stay by the 
old faith which has meant so much to you in 
the past, which has carried you through your 
troubles and difficulties, through your sor- 
rows and cares, giving you — and bless- 
ing you so wonderfully. may not say a 
word against your sister’s experience. I 
have stood by her through all her previous 
changes of opinion, trying to help her from 
time to time. I cannot help her now,—no 
one can; but I am quite satisfied to wait, 
for I know perfectly well that she is right at 
heart, and that when these new opinions of 
hers have been thoroughly tested by her, she 
will abandon them, as she has abandoned 


*life.’’ 





other things in the past. She will come 


back with childlike beliefto Jesus Christ as 
her Master and Saviour. 

My advice to her is simply in a word,—to 
put her trust in the personal Christ, and 
never waver for a moment. I do not see 
how any one can waver in their faith in 
Christ when one has once known him, I 
am in the habit of saying that Christ and‘ 
I are friends. ‘There is no other friend 
in all the world who has been so real to me 
these many years as he has been. We live 
together, my Masterand 1; we talk together, 
we work together, I could as much doubt 
the existence of my own wife as the existence 
of Jesus Christ. I have not the slightest 
doubt, either, about his divine character, his 
power, his place in the world. I have heard 
all these things that she has heard, over and 
over and over and over again, and they have 
never shaken my faith for a single moment in 
the great fundamental truths of Christianity. 

I am not afraid of the Higher Criticism. I 
am not afraid of its results. If there happen 
to be portions of certain books that higher 
criticism proves to have been written by 
some different author, or at some different 
time than | have supposed, it does not trouble 
me in the least. The Bible itself is true,— 
all good men acknowledge this, and no one 
denies it. The fight is chiefly over dates 
and chronologies and authorships. When 
higher criticism attacks Jesus Christ, I turn 
to the Second Psalm, which tells about men 
os against Jehovah, who sits in the 

eayens and Jaughs. Whatever is true and 
is proved to be true is part of God’s revela- 
tion} and belongs to God’s kingdom, and 
will stand forever. People’s wrong opinions 
about scientific matters may be changed by 
the advancing sciences, but that never affects 
the truth. I can remember that my father 
was terribly shocked when reading books on 
geology, when they said that this world was 
not made in six little days. He thought that 
this was all heresy of the worst kind, almost 
atheism. But .we have found since that 
science is always the hand-maiden of divine 
truth, We did not understand things as we 
understand them now. 

But I must not go into the matter, I want 
merely to quiet you with the confidence I 
have in my own heart. Jesus Christ is your 
truest friend; and you may trust everything 
in his hands, You need never be afraid of 
the vaporings of ary modern critics. Christ 
says, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the 
Accept this truth and be at peace. 





Children at Home 











Snow Trails 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


NLY when the snow comes do we real- 
ize how many of the wild-folk live near 
us in the woods, fields, and streams. 

This morning I walked across a snow-covered 
lawn sloping down to a patch of hemlocks, 
The white snow was criss-crossed with rabbit 
tracks, Here and there bunny had stopped 
to nibble a bit of sorrel or frozen dandelion, 
or had cuddled up on the hemlock needles 
underneath the drooping branches. There 
must have been a whole family playing up 
and down in the moonlight. Yet I have 
seen but one of these brownies this winter. 
That was when coasting with one of my boys 
down the meadow hill. The sled came toa 
stop near a clump of dry grass showing above 
the snow. Just as we got off, the tussock 
exploded like a bombshell, throwing the soft 
snow out like smoke, and from the cloud 
shot a brown rabbit which went lippety, lip- 
pety across the field and into the woods on 
the other side. We found the round, warm 
hollow or ‘‘ form ”’ which he had made in the 


( Continued on next page) 





give you that savin 
—one-tenth more 


grains. 


per person. 


In every bushel of oats there 
q are big grains and little—puny 
grains and plump. 


The big grains alone have that 
luscious flavor which folks love in 
oats. So we pick them out, dis- 
carding all others. A bushel of 
choice oats yields but ten pounds 
of Quaker. 


That’s the reason for these big, 
white flakes. That’s the reason 
for this wondrous flavor. From 
all the world over the lovers of 
oats send to us to get it. 


Is it worth the getting ? 

In the first place, remember that 
Quaker Oats costs no more than 
others. It is easy to get. Any 
grocer will supply it if you simply 
mention Quaker. 





(The prices quoted do not apply 
in the Far West or South) 


Quaker Oats 


Just the Big, Luscious Flakes Alone 
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10% More Oats 
For Your Money 


In This New Quaker 25c. Size 


Now Quaker Oats is put up, for your econ- 
omy, in a large 25-cent package. 
in the regular 10-cent size. 


We save in packing this large size. 


Also, as always, 


And we 


in more oats for your money 
or each dime than the 10-cent 
size. Then you don’t need to buy so often. You 
will not so often run out. 


Try this big package next time. 


The oats are the same—just the big, plump 
The luscious flavor is exactly the same as 
you find in the 10-cent size. 


And a Quaker Oats breakfast — the world’s 
premier breakfast—will cost less than one-half cent 





Perhaps you get no more food 
value-than in other oatmeal, but 
you make that food valué enticing. 
And that’s a vital point. 






Oats are vim-producing. They 
are rich in the elements brains and 
nerves require. 
‘*From early in- 
tancy,” the best 
—— say, 
‘*Feed your child 
on oats.” 

Then why not 
get the luscious 
flakes which make 
the dish inviting ? 


10c and 25c 
Except in Far 


> 











West and South 





The Quaker Oats @mpany xsi sesemn 





Look for this 


on every package 
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The 
Cross-Reference Bible 


Editor-in-Chief, Harold E. Monser, B.A. 


This is the most remarkable Analyzed Bible ever published, because it contains so 
many teachings of the whole Bible on so many topics, and is so thorough and exhaustive 
that it has been necessary to use more than 400,000 references (200,000 more than any 
All the references on any topic are arranged in foot-notes, and then they are 
carefully classified under heads and subheads so as to make A Complete Topical 
This is not the work of one man, but is the work of a large 
r of America’s best and most devout Bible scholars. An illustration of just one 
of the hundreds of special features is a complete Analysis of ‘‘ The Teachings of Jesus,” 
—containing 1,000 themes arranged in alphabetical order with over 20,000 references, 
There is a complete Alphabetical Index to every topic at the end of the Bible, making 
it the most completely analyzed, indexed Bible, and the most convenient ever published. 


Complete Outline Studies or Introductions for every Book of the Bible. 
Robertson, A. C, Zenos, Richard G. Moulton, and Clinton Lockhart, 


Excellent Biographies of 300 Bible Characters—Abraham, Moses, David, Solo- 
eter, Jchn the Evangelist, Paul, e¢ a/. : 


Marginal Index of all Foot-notes and of the Text. 
pendently on the margin, from verse to foot-note, and the complete alphabetical index 
in the back of this Bible includes the titles of 4,800 foot-notes. 


The Text used in this Bible is the American Standard Version, 
For price list of the various editions apply to 
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The 
Four Gospels 


bound by themselves in substantial leather binding make one of 
the most useful books imaginable for every teacher and student of 
the lessons for 1914 in Matthew, Mark and Luke. 

‘The book is very #hin—a little more than a quarter inch with 
And it is just the right size (274x4% inches) to slip into 


This special edition in the American Standard Version (leather 
bound) formerly sold for 50 cents postpaid. The i912 list of lesson 
topics and Golden Texts is bound up 
fore cut the price one-half, and will send copies postpaid to any 


25 cents each; $2.50 a dozen; $20.00 a 100 


resent ped holds out. 
he Sunday School Times office. 
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with them. We save there- 


These are to be had only 
Order at once, sothat you 
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| safe under the warm blanket of dry grass, 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for gither old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada. ‘These rates include postage : 
$1.00 Five or more copies, either to 

Ks separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 
$1 .50 One copy, or any number of 


copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
per year. 


One copy, five years, $6.00, 

s One free copy addi- 

Free Copies  jionai will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 
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TEACH ING 
AND TEACHERS 


By 
H. CLaY TRUMBULL 


Doctor Trumbull’s book, ‘‘ Teach- 
ing and Teachers,’’ has found its 
way into the hands of many thou- 
sands of Sunday-school workers. 
It is still the popular book on 
Sunday-school teaching. 


$1.25 POSTPAID. 


Copies may be had from 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa, 
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Snow Trails 

( Continued from preceding page) 
grass. The snow had fallen while he slept 
and had covered him up with a fleecy quilt. 
We looked at his:tracks, They are always 
in fours—two wide apart and two near to- 
gether. An amateur trailer will often follow 
the tracks in the wrong direction. Watch a 
rabbit some time with a field-glass when he 
is going fast. At every jump his long hind 
legs pass fa? ahead and on either side of the 
short forelegs, which touch the snow between 
them. So he is going in the direction of the 
wide-apart marks. ° 


Y THE side of the streams in the mud or 
snow will be seen paw-marks with 
pointed toes and with a long thin line in 

the snow or mud between them showing where 
the naked scaly tail has dragged. ‘These are 
the tracks of the muskrat, a giant brown 
water-rat nearly as large as a cat. These 
rats live in almost all brooks and in holes 
that run up under the banks. In marshes 
or flooded meadows they build big, round 
winter-houses out of turf and sticks. The 
entrance to these is under water, and under 
that dome-like roof Mr. Rat has a cozy home. 
Sometimes on a high, muddy bank a smooth, 
worn, slippery place is found. ‘This is a 
slide where the rats on fine evenings come 
to coast like children down a hill. Musk- 
rats are usually caught in steel traps. An- 
other, better and less cruel, way is to sink a 
barrel level with the ground by the brook- | 
side where tracks are plentiful. For several 
nights potatoes and apples are left near this 
barrel until the rats are used to coming there 
and feeding. Then some night the barrel is 
filled half full of water, in which a number 
of apples are leit floating. The rats come to 
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/ DISORDERED NERVES | 
start from mental 
strain or indigestion, 
but more often from general 


weakness, and lead to appalling 
conditions unless checked. 


Treat the Cause, Not the Effect. 


SCOTT’S EMULSION over- 


comes nervousness in a wondertul, 


permanent way by making life-sus- 











taining blood corpuscles; it 

nourishes the nerve centres J 
and acts as a bracing tonic 

to build you up 


Scott’s Emulsion does not stupefy 
—it feeds them in Nature's way. 


Scort & Bowwn, Bloomfield. N J 12-14 














the side and plunge in after the apples and 
can’t climb out. Sometimes twenty or thirty 
are caught at once by this simple method, 
and as a prime rat-skin is worth at least a 
dollar, a barrel of rats means a small fortune 
to a farmer’s boy. 

Sometimes in wild places one may see in 
the snow by the banks of lonely brooks a 
series of neat tracks showing very distinct 
claw and pad marks ‘like tiny cat-tracks, 
These are the tracks of a mink, a slim, dark 
animal about the size of a cat, These tracks 
run in lines of fours. Every once in a while, 
however, they will change into groups of 
twos and threes or even into lines of ones. 
This is when Mr. Mink makes one of his 
sudden springs, bringing all four feet down 
together. 


HE mink’s middle nameis Death. He is 
a killer who hunts at all hours of night 
and day, unlike the fox, wild-cat, and | 
wolf, whose working hours are only after dark. | 
A mink will clear out a trout-brook, kill rab- 
bits, squirrels, birds, frogs, chickens,— 
everything is prey for this slim brown hun- 
ter. Mr, Mink has one habit of which the 
trappers take advantage. He can never pass 
a hollow log or log-pile without going through 
it, as many a poor bunny has found, to his 
cost. So the trapper makes an artificial 
tunnel out of old logs. In the middle the 
trap is set. Ii’s some work, but a good 
mink-skin now means about fifteen dollars, 
and a trapper will pile up a considerable num- 
ber of logs for that sum. 

Occasionally, in the snow by the side of 
some great hollow tree in the middle of the 
woods is a track like a baby’s hand. It may 
be found too by the brookside, for the owner 
has a funny habit of washing his food over 
and over in the nearest brook before eating 
it. So regularly does he do this that his 
Latin name is ‘‘lotor’’ or washer. This 
neat animal is the big, striped raccoon, with 
the funny face and the bushy tail. Let no 
one, however, be deceived by that funny 
face. The coon is one of the greatest fight- 
ers of our woods. I once saw one jump 
down out of a tree and fight his way twice 
through a pack of twenty-one dogs of all 
sizes and breeds. 

Often in the snow on the outskirts of farms 
and across fields and woods one may see a 
long ine of fox-tracks, looking like dog- 
tracks, except that they are smaller and 
neater than those of the average dog. More- 
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over, they run in nearly a straight line. A 


| dog-track spraddles along in diagonals, but a | 


fox has no waste movements. 

The fox is also relentlessly trapped, but 
can generally hold his own, and the trapper 
who can catch a big red fox is an expert. 
One old trapper up in New England, who | 
caught more foxes every year than all the 
rest put together, once told me two of his | 
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Write for Itustrated Price List 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE COMPANY 
1701-1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia | 


Over 20,000 Churches 


now use the Thomas In- 
» dividual Communion 
rvice. Outfits on trial. 
Communion Co.,Box S.Lima,0§ 











| Wh ROWN? 
ene AD TROCHE 


Ease the 


effecti 
£100. ive never . Se, 50c& 


and harmful 
JQHR L. BROWK & SON, Boston, Mass. 





When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


























Bans. bee —— 


— 


_— 


ee 








LESSON FOR MARCH I (Luke 12 : 13-34) 


( Continued from preceding page) 
secrets, He would find a spring or a shal- 
low, narrow brook in the woods, In the 
middle he would set his trap under water, 
and on the pan place a dab of green moss, so 
that it looked exactly like the tip of a moss- 
covered stone, Over this from a branch he 
would hang a chicken head. A fox hates to 

et his feet wet. When one saw the chicken 
head he circled around and around, and 
finally jumped for it, landing with one paw 
on the moss-covered stone. Snap !—he was 
caught. 

The other way was the most successful. 
The trapper would plow a furrow across 
some old deserted meadow. This turrow he 
would fill with chaff from some old mouse- 
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haunted barn, and in this hide his trap. A 
fox will always run down a furrow on the 
chance of nosing out a mouse or two. Some- 
times he would get a dozen foxes in one win- 
ter out of the same furrow. 

Many tracks seen in summer are never 
found in the snow, The stri chipmunk 
is sleeping until spring, rolled up in a ball 
far down in his burrow. At the first freeze, 
the fat, lumbering woodchuck, too, curls up 
for a five-months’ nap. None of the jump- 
ing mice are out in the winter, The skunk 
sleeps part of the time; but his second- 
cousin, the weasel, is never caught asleep, 
winter or summer. He turns snow-color all 
except the tip of his tail. 

RosEMonrT, Pa, 









Your Temperance Questions Answered 


By Mrs. Zillah Foster Stevens °“imctedcna sunday School Association 















The Temperance Lesson comes on March 8, 


I desire temperance 
different phases of the subject, both world- 
wide and within our own borders, with the ob- 
ject of compiling new and potent facts for 
teaching and lecturing.—I. R. E. 


literature dealing with 


N_ ADDITION to the temperance period- 
icals and the book entitled ‘* The Anti- 
Alcohol Movement in Europe,’’ recom- 

mended above, secure the following books : 

** Social Welfare and the Liquor Problem,’’ 
by H. S. Warner (National Temperance So- 
ciety, 3 East 14th St., New York City, 35 
cents and $1). : 

‘‘A Century of Drink Reform in the 
United States,” by Dr. A. F. Fehlandt (Na- 
tional Temperance Society, 50 cents and $1). 

‘*The Anti-Saloon League Year-book’’ 
(The Anti-Saloon League of America, West- 
erville, Ohio, 25 cents and 50 cents). 

The temperance situation changes con- 
stantly and swiftly, No book can keep up 
with these changes. Therefore newspaper 
items—to be verified before using—must be 


our resource for the latest temperance news. 





Has the International Sunday-School As- 
sociation ever declared itself on the tobacco 
question ?—D. M. 


HE International Sunday-School Asso- 
ciation has for years endorsed the 
following standard for Sunday-school 

temperance education ; 


Educate every Sunday-school member for— 
1. ‘The surrender of ‘every self-indulgence 





The Way Out 
From Weakness to Power by Food Poute 


Getting the right start for the day’s 
work often means the difference between 
doing things in wholesome comfort, or 
dragging along half dead all day. 

There’s more in the use of proper food 
than many people ever dream of—more’s 
the pity. 

‘Three years ago I began working in 
a general store,” writes a man, ‘‘and 
between frequent deliveries and more 
frequent customers, I was’kept on my 
feet from morning till night. 

‘* Indigestion had troubled me for some 


‘time, and in fact my slight breakfast 


was taken more from habit than appe- 
tite. At first this insufficient diet was 
nct noticed mueh, but at work it made 
me weak and hungry long before noon. 

‘Yet a breakfast of rolls, fried foods 
and coffee meant headache, nausea and 
kindred discomforts. Either way I was 
losing weight and strength, when one 
day a friend suggested that I try a 
‘Grape-Nuts breakfast.’ 

‘‘So I began with some stewed fruit, 
Grape-Nuts and cream, a soft-boiled 
egg, toast, and a cup of Postum. By 
noo I was hungry, but with a healthy, 
normal appetite. The weak, languid 
feeling was not there. 

‘« My head wasclearer, nerves steadier 
than for months. ‘To-day my stomach 
is strong, my appetite normal, my. bodily 
power splendid and head always clear.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read *‘The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. ‘*'There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest 


which impairs or destroys 
der service to God or se 
2. Total abstinence. 
3. The destruction of the liquor traffic. 
4- The extinction of the cigarette habit. 


In accordance with this standard, an an- 
nual anti-Cigarette Day—the temperance 
Sunday of the second quarter—has been 
widely observed. 

At the ‘annual meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the International Sunday- 
School Association held in Chicago, January 
13-15, 1914, an advance step was taken. By 
unanimous vote of every member present, 
item No, 4 in the standard referred to was 
changed so as to include Zobacco as well as 
Cigarettes,now reading: ‘‘ The extinction of 
the cigarette and tobacco habits.’’ 


wer to ren- 
ce to men, 





Our town is one of three hundred towns in 
Illinois which will vote om the “wet and 
vs at the spring election. How 
may our Sunday-schools help win a temper- 
ance victory ?—X. Y. Z, 


1. A Temperance Railly.— Unite all the 
Sunday-schools in your town in a temper- 
ance rally on March 8. If your city is large, 
hold different rallies in different sections. 
Let a temperance parade precede the rally, 
—the Sunday-school members marching to 
the place of meeting, with band music, songs, 
temperance banners, etc. Have a thoroughly 
prepared program, printed if possible, Secure 
the best possible talent for speeches, songs, 
and recitations, Temperance songs on 
which children have been well drilled give 
opportunity to the younger members to par- 
ticipate. Make the occasion enthusiastic 
by the free use of decorations, inspiring 
music, advertising, and strong speeches, 

2. Temperance Sermons. — Invite every 
pastor to preach a temperance sermon on 
March 8, 

3. Temperance Bulletin Boards, — Pro- 
vide outside of every church and Sunday- 
school building a bulletin board for the dis- 
play of temperance posters, Keep up a 
frequent change of posters until election 
day. Temperance posters are obtainable 
from : 

(a) The ‘** Think-It-Over Poster Commit- 
tee,’’? 11 Mason Sreett, Cambridge, Mass, 

(b) The Scientific Temperance Federa- 
tion, 23 Trull Street, Boston, Mass. 

(c) The Anti-Saloon League of America, 
Westerville, Ohio. 

(d) Young People’s Civic League, 301 
Security Building, Chicago. 

Display temperance posters on bill-boards, 
trolley- cars, private premises, where per- 
mission can be secured, and in store win- 
dows. 

4. Glee Clubs, Male Quartettes, etc.— 
Organize these in men’s classes ‘and senior 
boys’ classes to furnish temperance songs in 
the Sunday-school and church services, and 
in meetings and rallies during the campaign. 
** Songs of Might’ has many good temper- 
ance songs (Fillmore Music House, Cincin- 
nati and New York City, 25 cents). 

5. Newspaper space may be bought by 
adult classes, and filled with striking tem- 
perance paragraphs. 

6. Temperance Literature, carefully se- 
lected, may be distributed by Sunday-school 
members, Give one short temperance leaflet 
to volunteers who will promise to read that 
leaflet to a certain list of people during the 
week. This reading of leaflets is far more 





fruitful in results than is a general distribu- 
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SOMMER TERM BIBLE TEACHERS TRAINING SCHOOL 


1 courses in the English Bible, Biblical Theology, Religious Pedagogy, and Missionary Training, 
t s, an ries 


JUNE 22—AUGUST 1 





icularly adapted to ministers, Bible 
several 





cialists in various fields of Christian work. 





sessions each week for Missionary Seminars, under the most experienced supervision, 
During the Summer Term the regular Faculty of the School will be assisted by lecturers who are spe- 


Write for particulars as to courses of study, expenses, etc., to 
Dean of the Summer Term, Bible Teachers Training School, 541 Lexington Avenue, New York 








tion of literature. Girls render splendid 
help in this leaflet-reading plan. 





1. I have a large class of high school boys. 
How can I interest them in temperance ? 

2. What temperance-works furnish facts 
which will help a Sunday-school teacher of 
boys ?—G, H. 5. - 

1. Cartoons supplemented by clippings 
proving the points suggested in the cartoons 
will be eagerly appreciated by boys. To il- 
lustrate : The Saturday Evening Post, dated 
January 24, 1914, page 21, presents a tem- 


perance cartoon which will delight any boy. 


—or man. It shows the college man, the 
business man, the railroad man, the doctor, 
the press, the traveling man, the German 
Emperor, the Anti-Saloon League, and the 
suffragist, all uniting to send John Barleycorn 
into the air. ‘The cartoon forcibly illustrates 
one practical temperance truth in our tem- 
perance lesson for March 8. This lesson, 
the parable of the unfaithful servants, con- 
tains the truth that self-indulgence unfits for 
service, The cartoon gives one specific 
twentieth century application of the same 
truth,—that alcoholic indulgence unfits for 
efficient service, and is combatted by the 
railroad, the press, business men, doctors, 
the German Enjperor, etc. 

Now find brief paragraphs containing some 
of the definite declarations of doctors, rail- 
road organizations, business men, the Kaiser, 
etc., concerning alcohol. “Paste these para- 
graphs on cards post-card size, and have each 
boy read one. Such declarations may be 
readily gathered from temperance periodi- 
cals, Two temperance newspapers which 
cover nearly every phase of the temperance 
question are the following: Scientific Tem- 
perance Journal, 23 Trull Street, Boston, 
Mass, (60 cents per year), National Advo 
cate, 373 Fourth Avenue, New York City 
($1 per year). 

2. In addition to the facts which will be 
found in the periodicals already mentioned, 
much valuable information may be obtained 
from temperance books, One of the best 
and newest, a mine of temperance informa- 
tion, an arsenal of temperance ammunition, 
is ‘* The Anti-Alcohol Movement in Europe,’’ 
by Ernest Gordon (Revell, $1.50). 

Editor’s Note.—On page 103 of this issue an 
article by a successful Bible class leader and 
temperance worker describes a temperance 
program that gripped a young men’s class 


strongly. In this article will be found also the 
mention of helpful literature on the subject. 





YOU GAN AFF ORD 


ound or pos one $3.00 per hundred; 


just out). 
cents each. 


BAe. HACKETT, 


words and. music 


AYNE, INDIANA. 


Sunday-School— 


AT THE MOODY J U NE 
Week siaitinsrinure 4 U OS 


Preceding the INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL CONVENTION. Planned in con- 
ference with Mr. Marion Lawrance, Gen’! Sec’y of 
the International S.S. Asso. Among those who 
expect to be present are: Dr. Edgar Blake, B. W. 
Spilman, H. M. Hamill, J). T. Faris, Robert W. 

ammon, R. P. Shepherd, Charles Gallaudet 
‘Trumbull, Prof. A. M. Locker, and Hugh Cork. 


The Institute and The Christian Workers 
Magazine have a plan whereby those who desire 
may attend both gatherings at little or possibly no 
expense. or full particulars, circulars, pro- 
grams, etc., address 


Sunday School Dept., The Moody Bible Institute,Chicago 


ThePhillips Bible Institute 


of Canton, Ohio. By Correspondence or Resident 
Courses trains men and women to become more efficient 
Bible Students. Ifitis your ambition to enter the ranks 
of the ministry, evangelistic work, Bible School special- 
ist, or any other field of Christian service whereby you 
wish to increase your knowledge of the Bible and effi- 
ciency in service, our courses will help you. Positions 
found for students taking resident courses. Full ex- 
lanation, particulars and advice cheerfully given. 


PHILLIPS BIBLE INSTITUTE, 215 W. Niath St., Canton 0, 


PREPARATION FOR SOCIAL 
AND RELIGIOUS SERVICE 


The Schauffler Missionary Training School pre- 
res young women of American and foreign a 

or social and religious service among their own people; 

also for pastors’ secretaries, and the various forms of 

institutional church work. 

Correspond with the Principal, Mrs. Mary W. 

Mills, 5111 Fowler Ave., S. E., Cleveland, O. 


Camp Fire for Girls 


You will find the facts about this 
wonderful new movement, how to 
organize groups, lists of honors 
requirements for guardianship and 


handsome illustrations of 

























many 
Camp Fire Girls and their activi- 
ties in their official manual. Price, 
postpaid, 25 cents. 


The boa Fire Outfi Com 
19C West 17th St., NewYork Cie 


HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Rich in hymns of praise, of the spiritual awaken-- 
ing and developing life, and of service to others, 


386 PAGES OF PRACTICAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL MATERIAL 
Quantity price, jocents. Send for a sample copy. 

















The Century Co., Union Sq., New York City 


Sailing June 18 and 23, July 
1 and 4. University Profes- 
sors Leadership. ‘‘ ‘Ihe Liberty 
Way.” Booklet is free. Write 


now. Universal Tours, St. Thomas, Ontario. 














In ordering goods, or in making inguiry concern- 
ing anything advertised in this paper, you will oblige 
the publishers and the advertiser by stating that you 





saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Jimes. 





















we will 
For 25c worl I 
15-cent packet of Burrer’s #} 
Gucmib,the most beautiful 
helio-mauve; one 


10- 
cent packet (40 to seeds) 


each of Beatrice SPencer, 
;GeorGceE HERBERT, 
rosy carmine:’ Mrs. C. W. 


BREADMORE, cream edged 

rose; Strritinec Stent, best 
flowing my Demy yy e; also 

one arge packet (90 to } ph | 

of Tue N EW BurPee BLEND OF 

SuRPASSINGLY SUPERB SPEN- 

cers for 1914, which is absolutely 

unequaled, ith each collection 

we enclose our Leaflet on culture. 

Pubchesed & separately, these six kets 

would cost 65 cents. 


Burpee’s Annual 
Known as the leading American seed catalog 
—this bright book of 182 pegs for 1914 is 
better than ever before. mailed free 
m application. Write for it today and 
ly name The Sunday School Times. 


W. ATLEE BURPEE & CO. 
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A Complete THE KING VICTORIOUS 
Easter Service By Cuas. H. Gasriev. 
an examination copy mailed for a two-cent stamp. 


Great Revival Hymns No. 2 
with orchestrationand songs forevery department of the 
Sunday School. Send for examination copy onapproval; 
also ask how to secure our new music at oof aomery Adi | 
we ask is sat see examine our book and compare it 
with others. We eg’ * _* will send us the order. 


7 amie Co. 46 Nc tweih iret, Phlladelpt 











TEASTER SERVICES| 


EIGNS.”’ Ea Echoes No. 31. 
HE EVER-LIVING KiNG.” Easter Echoes 


sent 8 éonte—for package containing one each of 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





(Lesson for -March 1) FEB. 14, 1914 





The Young People’s || 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer | 





Sunday, March 1, 1914 


Twelve Great Verses. III. The Love 
Verse (1 John 4: 16). Consecra- 
tion meeting. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MoNn.—Everlasting love (Jer. 31 : 1-7). 
‘LUES, —— to our neighbor (Rom. 13: 


14). 
WED. -_ a friendship (John 3 : 25-30). 
‘THURS. —Proofs of love (1 Cor. 13 : 4-8). 
Frt.—Love’'s sacrifice (John 15 : 9-14). 
Sat.—The Lord's question (John 21 15-17). 














the above, also our Easter Catalogue and illus- 
trated circular of Faster Collection Devices. 

REE—Our Easter Catalogue. 

or 35 cents—we will mail you 12 complete 
Easter Services. 

For 75 cents—we will mail you 26 complete Eas- 

ter Services, containing in all 312 pages of well 
selected Easter Carols. 


MacCALLA & CO., Inc., 249, Pock $t: 


FREE EASTER MUSIC 


*Radiant Easter Morn Samples Free to Super- 











*Easter Classics No. 2 } ,lateadeats or Pastors. 


Resurrection Glory Regular stock. 
Easter Anthems 
Samples Free to Organists or Choir Leader. 
Easter Choir Cantatas 
Sent for examination upon request. 
*Orchestra Parts supplied for these. 





Hall-Mack C0. \ New York, 27 E. 22nd Street | 


Chicago (Agency), 425 S. ee | 


FREE EASTER MUSIC 


*Glory Crowned ey ne to ees | 
inisters, 0 cents 
Light of Hope J {y4'receive five, all dltferent, 
Frees pos ka ist or Choir Leader 
ster Anthems 
sane ‘Choir Cantatas on Selection 
Easter Song Stories for Reader and Chorus. 


Adam Geidel Music Co. Philadelphia, 1020 Arch ech Street | 


New York, 27 E. 
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OF EAR re 


R. Two 
brilliant new ag Let ung 2 music red een aa to well 
written text. va 200, Bee Enclose 8 
cents for a roll mpeg a, Be pe the al 

ROSCHE'S RECITATIONS and DLA OGs for EASTER 


id, 1 
current issue of THE OH RGH CHOIR. The 
e—Easter number. 10c per copy ; $1.20 per doz. 
FREE, our catalog, describing Easter music, Easter 
Cantatas, ark music for voices oi men and voices of 
women 


ORO. F. ROSCHR f £00. { Chicago, Ill. , 387 W. Madison Bt. 


New York City, 22 N. William St. 


“ree EASTER SERVICES 


Will be mailed to any Pastor, Sunday School Superin- 
tendent or Chairman of Music Committee who will 
mention this paper and state denomination. Unusu- 
ally attractive offerings for 1914. 


Tullar-Meredith CO. 72°: Wasniagwon Sto Chicago 


“When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


No, NPREE, ov 39 pages. Price, post 
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) Philadelphia, 1018-20 Arch Street | 
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| we know in this way. 


| **him,’’ 





In what is God's love seen? 
How did Jesus reveal God's love 
How can we become channels for Goa’ s steve ? 
66 E KNOW and have believed the love 
which God has in our case,’’ says 
John. Well, if he knows it, why 
does John say that he believed it too? Be- 
cause with John ‘‘to believe’’ did not mean 
exactly the same thing as ‘‘to know,’’ And 
it did not mean something less than ‘‘to 
know ’’ as with us, who say ‘‘ believe’. when 


we are not quite sure, and **know’’ when 
we are sure, But with John * belieye’’ added 
something. It added the idea ofa real heart 


and life experience. He not only knew the 
fact of God’s love, but he also felt the joy and 
reality of it, **Yes,’’ a man may say, ** the 
constitution of the world shows the benevo- 
lence of God. There is much that is hard to 
reconcile, but on the whole it is clear that 
God is good.’’ This man may know the 
| love of God in our case. But when he really 
believes it, he trusts it and rests upon it and 
bathes his heart in it. Read the last chapter 
in this epistle and note all the ‘* believeths”’ 
in it. 


< 

And how do we know the love of God? 
Because he laid down his life forus, 1 John 
3: 16. ge love hath no man than this, 
eee 15: ‘* Love’s strength standeth in 
ove’s  actifice.” That line is from Ugo 
Bassi’s Sermon in the Hospital, Ifyou want 
a noble picture of suffering love, read the 
whole of this sermon in Mrs, King’s poem, 
‘The Disciples.’’ 

And it is not only the love of God which 
It is all love, Note 
the American Standard Version of 1 John 3: 
16. ‘*Hereby know we love, because he 
laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren.’’ It was 
love that the Lover revealed, not God’s love 
for us only, but love. And yet what is love 
but God’s love, for God is love and he that 
abideth in love abideth in God. We might not 
dare to be so bold as this, but the Spirit of 
God in John is bold to say that all unlove, 
however orthodox or heretical, is not of God 
and that love is of God and that every one that 
loveth is begotten of God and knoweth God. 


1 John 4: 7. 


It is good to have God brought so near and 
made so simple to us. The proofs of God’s 
existence confuse many minds—the ontologi- 
| cal proof, the teleological argument, and the 
rest, valuable and helpful in their place. God 
is love. Love is of God. This is knowledge 
enough and it makes the central issue of the- 
ology as clear and open as noonday. ‘‘I be- 
lieve in God,’’ writes an earnest man, “ but 
I have no idea of his nature or attributes ex- 
cept that he is infinite.’’ Yes, but there is 
another adjective which comes before infinite. 
God is loving.- After that we can say ‘‘God 
is infinite love,’’ 


Love is the will to serve unselfishly. This 
is God, 

Love is goodness going out to help the 
helpless. This is God. 

Love is truth shining on the ways that are 
dark. This is God. 

All our human love is sustained by the di- 








vine love (x John 4 : 19). 

The Revised Version omits the word | 
Is there anything in our lives which | 
we call love but which is inconsistent with the | 
divine love? | 

The voice of love is duty. Love without | 
this voice is not love, but some false thing | 
borrowing a great name. I John 5 = 3s | 
John 14 : 21 








“Look It Up in Nelson’s” 


The Wortd’ Great Rulers, Statesmen, 
Scientists, Specialists, and and Scholars, 
ing the most Accurate and the Latest 


Look it Up in Nelson’s—The World’s 
Greatest Question Answerer 


NELSON'S is used as the standard authority by the Government Departments 
of Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, North and South America, and in all 
schools maintaining an academic department in China, Japan, Australia, parts 
of South Africa and Europe, the Republics of South and Central America, 
Mexico, Cuba, etc, Nelson’s is also the standard Reference Work in Libraries, 
Universities, Colleges and Schools throughout the United States and Canada. 


seok- 





P 9 ag ok a 2 i. a LOOSE 


ENCYCLOPAEDIA 


The Court ra Last Resort 


NELSON'S Re- 
search Bureau for 
Scientific Reports, 


Specific Informa- 
tion and Special 
Correspondence IS 
THE COURT OF 
LAST RESORT. 
These departments 
employ specialists 
whose business it 
is to furnish any 
and all desired, in- 
formation FREE to 
That Little Bar and Nut has solved the problem. Nelson’s subscrib- 
Bound in 12 Handsome - Volumes ers. LOOK IT UP 


IN NELSON’S OR 
CONSULT NELSON’S RESEARCH BUREAU—the Court of Last Resort. The Great 


Reference System that keeps up with you and you up with the times. 








Reg. U. S. Pat. Office. | 





Why NELSON’S is the World’s Great Authority 


Because by means of NELSON’S Perfected and Patented Loose-Leaf Binding De- 
vice NELSON’S Loose-Leaf Encyelopedia is kept always fresh and new. ‘The 
Publishers furnish to all subscribers 250 or more revised or new pages each six 
months. You loosen the binder by simply turning that small nut, take out the obso- 

lete pages, substituting and repls acing the old ones with the new pages which contain 
the world’s happenings and activities of the past six months, Nelson’s Loose-Leaf 
Encyclopedia is five to ten years later than any other Reference Work. 


Nelson’s Great Editorial Staffs| Nelson’s Down to Octoher, 1913 

Nelson’s maintains three permanent Nelson’s contains the latest word on Food 
Editorial Staffs. The Editor-in-Chief | Adulteration; the Parcel Post (1913 Regula- 
is John H, Finley, Ph.D., LL.D.,. | tions); the impeachment of Governor Sulzer; 
President of the University of the State | Yuan Shih-Kai, the new President of China; 
of New York, and State Commissioner | Fuels; Gas Manufacture; Gas Engines ; Gas 
of Education, The Canadian Editor Turbines ; Labor Legislation ; 3 Mining, Irri- 
is William Peterson, LL.D., C.M.G., | gation, and Agriculture of the United States : 
Principal of McGill University, Mon- | the complete results of the Federal i910 
treal. The European Editor is Sir Ed- | Census and Canadian 1911 Census (these 
ward Parrott, M.A., LL.D., F.E.1.S., | statistics are not complete in any other Ref. 
of Edinburgh, Scotland. These are | erence Work); the new 1913 Tariff Law 
assisted by over twelve hundred of | and Income Tax; and numerous subjects 
the greatest scholars, specialists, and | not to be found in any other Reference 
writers in all parts of the world. Work, 


The Authority Throughout the World 
Oursalesmen are selling Nelson’s in all parts of the United States and Can- 
ada, China, Philippine Islands, South and Central America, Australia, etc., 
etc. Nelson’s Perpetual Loose-Leaf Encyclopeedia and Research Bu- 
reau is now recognized as the greatest standard International Ref- 
erence System throughout the civilized world. 


F CH AN We are constantly receiving inquiries ask- 
ing us to make an allowance for old en- 

cyclopedias to apply as part payment 

on Nelson’s. We have therefore prepared a price list, 

Stating the amount allowed, which will be mauled 

upon request. 


‘LOOK IT UP IN NELSON’S”’ 
Thomas Nelson & Sons 


Publishers since 1798 
Bibles, Hymnals, and Prayer Books 
381-385 FOURTH AVENUE 
Dept. 206 New York City 
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